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WAR DEPARTMENT. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 
Brigadier-General FE. D, Townsend, Adjutant-Generat, 
G. O. No. 127, Wasutnaton, Nov. 28, 1874. 

Republishes G. O. No. 118, of 1874, containing Act 
and Resolution of Congress (July 17, 1862, and March 
2, 1867.) relative to the settlement of accounts of Dis- 
bursing offivers with this addition: : 

Under the provisions of the laws herein recited, all 
officers in rendering accounts which eventuaily pass to 
the Treasury Department for final settlement are re- 
quired to send them direct to the bureau to which they 
pertain. 

It is manifestly contrary to law to send such ac- 
counts through the headquarters of any commander, or 
other intermediate channel of communication. 

To conform to law, such accounts, with the vouchers 
necessary to their settlement, will hereafter be sent 
direct to the bureau to which they pertain; and the 
same rule will be followed with respect to the trans- 
mission of returns of stores or property. 





G. O. No. 128, Wasuineton, Nov. 30, 1874. 
The use of serviceable tents or other canvas to cover 
iaundresses’ quarters, or for any purposes than those 
for which such articles are furnished, ¢s strictly pro- 
hibited, except in cases of emergency where their use is 
absolutely necessary to protect public property. 





G. O. No. 129, Wasmunerton, Dec. 1, 1874. 
ISSUES TO INDIANS. 

General Orders No. 54, of 1872, from this office, is 
still in force, and is republished for the information and 
guidance of all concerned: 

In future no issue of rations or supplies will be made 
from the Army stores to Indians, except as allowed and 
restricted in the following paragraphs of the Revised 
Regulations for the Army of 1863: 

1202. When subsistence can be spared from the mili- 
tary supplies, the commanding officer is authorized to 
allow its issue, in small quantities, to Indians visiting 
military posts on the frontiers or in their respective na- 
tions. The return for this issue shall be signed by the 
Indian agent (when there is one present) and approved 
by the commanding officer of the post or station. 

1203. Regular daily or periodical issues of subsistence 
to Indians, or issues of subsistence in bulk to Indian 
agents for the use of Indians, are forbidden. 





G. O. No. 130, Wasurneton, Dec. 2, 1874. 
SALE OF UNIFORM CLOTHING. 

The new uniforia will not be,sold to citizens em- 
ployed in the public service. 

At remote posts the sale to employees of such articles 
of the old uniform, including great-coats, foot, not 
blanket or cloth-lined, and not supplied with the extra 
cape, as may be on hand, and also of a moderate sup- 
ply of under-clothing, not more than in the judgment 
of the commanding officer may be absolutely necessary 
to preserve health and efficiency, may be allowed. 

a price to be the regulation price of the articles 
sold. 





G. O. No. 132, Wasutneton, Dec. 8, 1874. 

Publishes an Opinion of the Attorney-General of 
the United States: In answer to the question refer- 
red, “ Whether, under existing laws, the right of 
property in the arms issued for arming the militia of 
the United States, is vested in the State authorities, 
with power to dispose of them by sale or otherwise, 
without accounting to the United States.” 





Casualties among the Commissioned Officers of the U. 8. 
Army reported to the Adjutant-General’s Office during 

the week ending Saturday, December 5, 1874. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Robert O. Tyler, Deputy Quar- 


termaster-General—Died December 1, 1874, at Boston, P 


Mass, 
Captain George W. Dost, 


I Fourteenth Infantry— 
Cashiered November 23, 1874. 





ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS. 


Issued from the War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, for 
the week ending December 15,1874. . 


Tuesday, December 8. 

Second Lieutenant OC. H. Gorringe, Eleventh In- 
fantry, will proceed without delay to New York City 
and report in person to the Superintendent General 
Recruiting Service for duty at Fort Columbus, N. 
Y. H., and to accompany the first detachment of re- 
cruits ordered to the Department of Texas, on com- 
pletion of which duty he will join his regiment. 


Lieutenant J. S. King, Twelfth Infantry, will assem- 
ble at the Philadelphia Depot of the Quartermaster’s 
Department, Philadelphia, Pa., on the 14th day of 
December, 1874, or as soon thereafter as -practicable, 
to examine and report upon a number of forage caps 
recently returned to that depot from Fort Clark, 
Texas. The Board will ascertain, if possible, what 
deficiency, if any, in quality or condition, existed 
when the caps were accepted from the contractor, as 
compared with the standard by which they were ac- 
cepted, and also fix the responsibility for whatever 
damage the property has since received, The junior 
member of the Board will act as Recorder. 

By direction of the President, Major H. C. Bank- 
head, Fourth Cavalry, is detailed as a member of the 
Retiring Board convened in New York City by 8. O. 
No. 240, November 5, 1874, from this office, vice 
Major O. D. Greene, Assistaat Adjutant-General, 
hereby relieved. Major Greene will proceed to join 
his proper station. 

Restored to duty without trial_—Artificer Andrew 
Shirtenleib, E, Battalion of Engineers. 

Wednesday, December 9. 

To be discharged.—Sergeant Henry C. Wolf, H, 
8rd Artillery, now with his command; Private Geo, 
Gewein, K, Eighteenth Infantry, now with his com- 
mand. 

Revoked.—Discharge of Private Frank Beach, Gen- 
eral Service U. 8. Army. 

Transferred.— Commissary Sergeants August Ger- 
ver, from Fort Abercrombie, D. T., to Savannah, 
Ga.; Thomas B. Harrison, from Savannah, Ga., to 
Fort Abercrombie, D. T. 

[No Special Orders were issued from the Adjutant- 
General’s Office on the following dates: Thursday, 
December 11, and Monday, December 14, Order for 
Wednesday not out]. 

Friday, December 11. 

Leave of absence for six months on Surgeon’s cer- 
tificate of disability is granted Captain George D. 
Ramsay, Jr., Ordnance Department (National Armory, 
Springfield, Mass.) 

Transportation to Soldier's Home.—Joseph Miller, 
formerly private, E, Third Artillery. 

Saturday, December 12. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Absalom Baird, assistant in- 
spector-general, will, on the occasion of his next 
official visit to St. Louis, Missouri, inspect certain 
medical and hospital property on hand at St. Louis 
Arsenal, reported as requiring the action of an 
inspector, and for which Acting Assistant Surgeon 
H. M. Starkloff is responsible. 

Revoked.—Transfer of Private Lévi Trowbridge, 
H, Eighth Cavalry, to G, Fifth Cavalry. 
The extension of leave of absence granted Captain 
George F. Price, Fifth Cavalry, in Special Orders No. 
122, June 8, 1874, from this office, is still further ex- 
tended four months. 
Under the provisions of section 5 of the act of 
Congress approved June 28, 1874, First Lieutenant 
Stanhope E. Blunt, Thirteenth Infantry, having 
passed a satisfactory examination, as required by 
said act, is, by direction of the President, transferred 
to the Ordnance Department, to date from Novem- 
ber 1, 1874. 

Tuesday, Deeember 15. 

To be discharged. —Private William 8. Logue, Gen- 
eral Service U. 8. A., now with the Signal Service 
Detachment, U. S. A., in the office of the Chief 
Signal Officer of the Army; Unattached Musician 
Joseph Mulligan, Second , Artillery, now ,at Fort 
McHenry. 

Ordered.—To return. to their station at Fort Stan- 
ton, N. M., with permission to delay twenty days en 
route: Sergeant Frank E. Lamphere, ,G, Eighth 
‘Cavalry; Privates John Ryan, D, Eighth Cavalry ; 
Isaac Williams, H, Fifteenth Infantry. 

A Board ‘of Examination having found Colonel 
Charles R. Woods, Second Infantry, incapacitated for 
active service, by reason of “chronic rheumatism, 
which he contracted while in the line of 2uiy in the 
trenches during the siege of Vicksburg, Mississippi, 
June, 1863,” the President directs that his name be 
laced upon the list of retired officers of that class 
in which the incapacity results from long and 
faithful service, from wounds or injury received in 
the line of duty, from sickness or exposure therein, 
or from any other incident of service, in conformity 
with sections 16 and 17 of the act ot August 3, 1861. 

On the recommendation of the Chief of Ordnance, 
Captain M. L, Poland, Ordnance Department, is 
relieved from duty at the Frankford Arsenal, Penn- 
sylvania, and will report in person for duty at the 
Watertown Arsenal, Massachusetts, ; 

Upon being relieved from his present duties, First 
Lieutenant Stanhope E. Blunt, Ordnance Depart- 
ment, will report in person for duty to the command- 
ing officer Frankford Arsenal, Pennsylvania. 








P CORPS OF ENG:NEERS. 
Brigadier-General A. A. Humphreys, Ohief of Engineers. 


Orders, Circulars, and Instructions, relating to the 
Corps of Engineers, issued or received during the 
month of November, 1874, is transmitted for in- 
formation of the Corps: 

Lieutenant Mallery—October 24, 1874. Assigned to 
duty as Engineer Officer of the Department of Ualifor- 
nia, and Division of the Pacific, from 20th inst. 
Officers of Engineers and Agents—November 12. 
Referring to G. O. 118, A.-G. O., 1874, calls attention 
of Disbursing officers and Agents to Engineer Circular 
No. 45, December 20, 1867. 

Major Mansfield—November 16. Granted leave of 
absence for fourteen days from his station in Detroit, 
Mich. : 

Captain Adams, M. B.—November 18. Granted 
leave of absence for thirty days from his station in 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Officers of Engineers—November 19. Calls attention 
to par. 1038 of the Revised tions of 1863, and to 
extract from G. O. No. 8, H. Q. A., 1869. ” 
Captain Gregory—November 23, In addition to 
present duties, to report for temporary duty to Colonel 
O. E. Babcock, Corps of Engineers. 

Captain Miller, Lieutenant Palfrey—November 28. 
Members of G. C.-M. to meet at West Point, N. Y., 
December 2, 1874. 

Officers of Engineers and Agents—November 80. 
Changes in the advertising {list,of the War Depart- 


ment. 

Lieutenant-Colgnel Stewart—November 80. Detailed 
as member of G. C.-M., appointed by 8. UO. 251, W. 
D., A.-G. 0., 1874. ; 


- 





MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURL 


Cieutenant-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Hdq’rt'rs Chicago, Iu 
DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA. 


Brig.-General Alfred H. Terry; Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn 
Medical Department.—In accordance with request 
from the Surgeon-General of the Army, the contract 
of A. A. Surgeon Valery Harvard, U. 5. Army, was 
December 4 terminated, to date from November 20, 
1874, he having received the appointment of assistant 
surgeon, U. 8. Army. 

Second Oavalry.—Leave of absence for one month 
was December 6 granted Second Lieutenant C. F. Roe 
(Fort Ellis, M. T.), with permission to apply through 
the proper channels for an extension of four months. 
Leave of absence for one month was December 9 
granted First Lieutenant G, C. Doane, Second Cay- 
alry (Fort Ellis, M. T.), with permission to apply 
through the proper channels for an extension of three 


months. 

Quartermaster’s Department.—Captain G. W. Brad- 
ley, assistant quartermaster, U. 8. iy, was Decem- 
ber 5 ordered to proceed to Fort Leavenworth, Kas. 


in charge of fifty-six mule wagons and teams ordered 


to the Department of the Missouri; arriving at Fort 
Leavenworth, to turn over the property to the officer 
there designated to take charge of the same; and to 


rejoin his proper station, (St. Paul, Minn.) 
DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 
Briqadier-General John Pope; Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 

Commissary of Subsistence.—Captain Charles P. 
Eagan, U. 8S. Army, was November 24 a as to duty 
as chief commissary of the District of New Mexico, 
relieving First Lieutenant George F. Foote, R. Q. M 
Eighth Uavalry, who will turn over to Captain » 
the property, for which he is responsible as acting 
chief commissary of subsistence. 

Medical Depariment.—A. A, Surgeon J. L. Powell, 
U. 8. Army, having completed the duties assigned him 
in Special Orders, headquarters Indian Territory Ex- 
pedition, was December 5 ordered to return, without 
delay, to his proper station. 

Assistant Surgeon A. A. DeLoffre, U. 8. Army, was 
December 10 ordered to proceed, without delay, to the 
Camp of the Indian Territory Expedition, reporting 
in person, upon his arrival there, to Colonel N. A. 
Miles, Fifth Infantry, commanding the Expedition, for 
assignment for duty. 

Assistant Surgeon Timothy E. Wilcox, U. 8. Army, 

was December 4 ordered to report, without delay, to 
the commanding officer Fort Leavenworth, 
for duty. 
’ Fort Garland.—A General Court-martial was a 
pointed to meet at Fort Garland, C. T., December 17. 
Detail for the court: Captain Horace Jewett, Fifteenth 
Infantry; Assistant Surgeon Peter Moffat, U. 8. Army; 
Captain A. P. Caraher, Eighth Cavalry; First Lieuten- 
ants 8. R. Stafford, Fifteenth Infantry; J. W. Puil- 
man, Eighth Cavalry; Second Lieutenants Cyrus M. 
Delany, Fifteenth Infantry; George 8. Pond, Eighth 
Cavalry. First Lieutenant Thomas Blair, Fifteenth 
Infantry, judge-advocate. 

Sith Cavalry.—The order of November 25, 1874, 
given Lieutenant Robert Hanna, to accompany Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Forsyth and Captain Dunn to the Camp 
of Colonel N. A. Miles on the Washita River, Texas, 
and, upon completion of this duty, to return to his 
poabes station without delay, was December 4 con- 

ed 


The detachment of Company E, Sixth Cavalry, now 


at Caldwell, Kas., will at once be sent to the Cheyenne 
Agency, where it will join its company for duty. 


Fort Union.—A Cou:t-martial was 
Union, N. M., December ir. 
Aelxander 


ad 


etail for the court : Major A. J. 








A Board of Survey to consist of Captains William 
Prince, M, L, Poland, Ordnance Department; First 


__ Corps of Hnginen s.—The following Memorandum of 





W/ 


inted to meet at Fort es 
Cavalry: Captains Henry A; Ellis, Fifteenth Infantry 
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8. B. M. Y > ne Cavalry; First Lieytenant J. 
-W. Eckles, Fifteent Infant . Weoand Liothenants vu. 
M. O'Connor, Eighth Ca ; G._A. Cornish, Fif- 
teenth Infantry; First Lieutenant James M. Ropes, 
Eighth Cavalry, judge-advocate. 

Defective Shoes.—The following letter from the Quar- 
termaster-General, U. 8. Army, dated Washington, 
November 16, and addressed to Colonel D. H. Rucker, 
A. Q. M.-G., Chief Quartermaster Military Division of 
the Missouri, is published: Complaint having been 
made to this office that some of the brass-screwed 
bootees issued to troops at Fort Concho, Texas, and 
Fort Dodge, Kas., were defective; that the brass 
screws penetrated through the in-sole, and hurt the 
feet—samples of these shoes were ordered to be sent to 
this office for investigation. Examination has shown 
that the shoescomplained of were fastened with screws 
which were originally defeetive. The contractor con- 
fesses that the screws used were originally bad, and 
stands ready t> replace all that have proved defective. 
It is probable that all the shoes sent were in this condi- 
tion. The machine sometimes get out of order and 
makes an imperfect screw, and careless workmen fail 
to stop and readjust it, and replace the dull screw-cut- 
ter bya sharp one. You are requested to seek in- 
formation from local quartermasters relative to defec- 
tive brass-screwed boots and bootees, and to forward 
the same to this office. Every shoe that has failed be- 
fore its time will be replaced by another and another, 
till a good one is issued, and the contractor will be 
called upon to supply the United States with a num- 
ber of good shoes equal to that of the defective shoes 
discovered or heretofore issued and used. Every sol- 
dier should be made good in each case. 

_Inspections.—Inspections of public property, with a 
view to its condemnation, in accordance with the pro- 
visions of G. O. Nos, 20 and 31, series of 1871, from 
department headquarters, will be made during the 
current month, or as soon thereafter as practicable, as 
follows: By Colonel N. A. Miles, Fifth Infantry, at 
—— of the Indian Territory Expedition; by Captain 
D. H. Brotherton, Fifth Infantry, at Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kas.; by Lieutenant-Colonel J. N. G. Whistler, 
Fifth Infantry, at Forts Riley and Hays, Kas.; by 
Colonel James Oakes, Sixth Cavalry, at Fort Dod 
and Larned, Kas. ; by Lieutenant-Colonel W. H. Lewis, 
Nineteenth eng! at Camp Supply, I. T.; by Major 
H. A. Hambright, Nineteenth Infantry, at Fort Wal- 
lace, Kas.; by Colonel C. H. Smith, Nineteenth Infan- 
try, at Fort Lyon, C. T.; by Major N. W. Osborne, 
Fifteenth wy, at Fort Garland, C. T.; by Major 
A. J. Alexander, Eighth Cavalry, Fort Union, N. M.; 
by Lieutenant-Colonel T. C. Devin, Eighth Cavalry, 
at Santa Fe, N. M.; by Captair. C. Stecthetamer, Fif- 
teenth Infantry, at Fort Bayard, N. M.; by Captain 
A. B. Kauffman, Ae Cavalry, at Fort McRae, N. 
M.; by Captain E. W. Whittemore, Fifteenth Infan- 

, at Fort Craig, N. M.; by Captain C. McKibbin, 

fteenth Infantry, at Fort Selden, N. M.; by Major 
D. R. Clendenin, Eighth Cavalr , at Fort Stanton, N. 
M.; A omg J. PB. Brown, Fifteenth Infantry, at 
a a ona by een me T. H. 

eill, Six a » at eyenne and 
Agency, I. T. v , ree 

Eighth Cavalry.—Leave of absence for one month, 
with permission to apply at headquarters Military Di- 
vision of the Missouri for an extension of one month, 
was December 10 granted Major A. J. Alexander (Fort 
Union, N. M.) 

Cha e8 Of Stations.—Company C, Sixth Cavalry, 
now at Fort Hays, Kas., was December 10 ordered to 
march¢o Camp Supply, I. T., leaving that pcst on the 
18th instant; ery aed B, Sixteenth Infantry, now 
stationed at Fort Dodge, Kas , will march to Camp 
Supply, I. T., i Camp at Cheyenne Agency 
on the 20th instant. On their arrival. at Camp Supply 
the company commanders will report to Colonel N A. 
Miles, commanding Indian Territory Expedition, for 
duty with his command; the commanding officer Fort 
Leavenworth, Kas., will detail a commissioned officer 
and fifteen men to proeeed to Fort Hays, Kas., and 
there take post, temporarily relieving Company C, 
Sixth Cavalry, now there. On the arrival from the 
field of the first of the companies of the Sixth Cavalry 
which are to constitute the proper garrison of that 
Post, | = detachment will be relieved and will rejoin 
its station. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 
Briqadier-General FE. O. C. Ord: Headquarters, Omaha, Ne. 
Pay Department.—Leave of absence for one month 

was Socembar 5 granted Major I. O. De 4 
ter, U. 8. Army. ’ ae 85 
Second Cavalry.—Leave of absence for fift 
was December 10 granted Major James 8. Ergin 
Chaplain.—Post Chaplain C. L. Hequembo 
Army, was December 10 relieved from dut rp ben 
Douglas and ordered to report, without delay, to the 
commanding officer of Fort McPherson, Neb., for duty 
at that station. 
Third Cavalry.—Leave of absence for one month, 
with ion to apply for an extension of two 
months, was December 10 granted Captain Alexander 


oore. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Cuvier Grover, Third Cavalry, 
— assistant inspector-general, was December 8 or- 

to make inspections at Fort D. A. Russell, Chey- 
enne, Fort Sanders, Ogden, and Camp Douglas. 

Fort Laramie.—Captain (and Brevet Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Devin’s compeny (B) of the Ninth Infantry is pro- 
bably (in the view of a ndent) the neatest at 
present in the = on Army. Thi8company has done 
regular garrison dut ee ie year, end- 

escort duty to 
from Fort Laramie, and extra duty at Fort Bus. 
sell the ; and it will strike 
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249 orderlies—though eerving all the time, at posts 
where the orderly duty was contested for, in the usual 
manner, by, on an average, five other companies. 
Medical .—A. A. Surgeon George W. 
Towar, U. 8. y, was November 21, ordered 
to report in person, without delay, to the Com- 
manding officer Camp Brown, for duty as post 
surgeon during the tempo absence of A. 
Surgeon Thomas G. Maghee, U. 8. Army; upon Dr 
Towar’s arrival at Camp Brown, Dr. Maghee will re- 
port in person, without delay, to the commanding 
officer of post on the Loup, to proceed from that poe 
to Washington, D. C., in charge of an insane soldier, 
under orders for the Government Asylum. Having 
—— this duty, he will return to his station at 
amp Brown. 
A. A. Surgeon George W. Towar, U. S. Army, then 
at Omaha Barracks, as witness before a General Court- 
martial, was December 2 ordered when relieved from 
that duty, to proceed to Camp Brown. 
Hospital Steward Robert W. Martin, U. 8. Army, 
was ordered November 30 to report at Camp Brown, 
for duty. 
DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 
Brigadier-Gen C. C. Augur; Headquarters, San Antonio, Texas. 
Tenth Infantry.—Captain E, G. Bush was Novem- 
ber 27 ordered to make an inspection of money ac- 
— of the disbursing officers at Fort Stockton, 
‘exas. 


Fourth Cavalry.—Major Jobn K. Mizner was No- 
vember 80 appointed a-special inspector, to inspect cer- 
tain unserviceable horses belonging to Company M, 
Fourth Cavalry, with a view to their disposition for the 
best interests of the service. 

rtermaster’ s rtment.—Lieutenant-Colonel S. 
B. Holabird, D. Q. M.-G., U. S. Army, was December 
2 ordered to proceed to New Orleans, La., on business 
connected with his department, returning, on comple- 
tion thereof, to department headquarters. 
Captain N. S. Constable, Asst. Q. M., U.S. Army, 
was November 23 relieved from duty at Fort Concho 
and ordered to proceed with as little delay as possible 
to Fort Brown, relieving Captain A 8S. Kimball, Asst. 
. M., U. S. Army, of the duties now performed by 
him at that post. 


Cavu.ry Horses.—A board of officers to consist of 
Captains E. M. Heyl, Wirt Davis, Fourth Cavalry, 
and First Lieutenant 1. M. Starr, Ninth Cavalry, was 
December 2 ordered to convene at Dallas, Texas, on 
the 15th instant, for the purchase of cavalry horses. 
Twenty-fourth Infantry.—The seven days leave of 
absence granted First Lieutenant J. L. Bulli, and ex- 
tended twenty-three days, was November 23 further 
extended seven days. 


_ Medical Department.—Hospital Steward F. W. Orth, 
U.S. Army, was November 23 relieved from duty at 
Fort Brown, Texas, and ordered to San Antonio, 
Texas, for duty. 
ae Infantry.—First Lieutenant H. B. 

Quimby, R. Q. M., was November 25 detailed as an 
additional member of a General Court-martial pre- 
viously instituted. 
Leave of absence for one month, on surgeon’s certifi- 
cate of disability, was November 23 granted Captain 
J. 8. Tompkins, Twenty-fifth Infantry (Fort Stock- 
ton, Texas). 
Ninth Caralry.—Second Lieutenant John Conline 
was November 26 assigned to duty with his company 
(D, Ninth Cavalry), and ordered to report accordingly. 
Leave of absence for one month was November 26 

nted Second Lieutenant John Conline, Ninth Cavy- 
alry (Fort Sill, I. T.) 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 

Major-General I. McDowell: Headgq'rs, Louisville, Ky. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 

Major-General I. McDowell ; Headquarters, Louisville, Kentucky 
Second Artillery.—First Lieutenant John H. Gifford 

was December 9 detailed as a member of the General 

Court-martial convened at Fort Macon, N. C. 

First Ar -—The General Court-martial of which 

Captain Richard H. Jackson, is president, convenes on 


the 15th instead of the 10th of December. 


Second Infantry.—Orders detailing Second Lieuten- 
ant Edmund K. Webster, as a member of the General 
Court-martial appointed to convene at Atlanta, Ga. on 
the 8th instant, were revoked. 
On the 10th instant, telegraphic instructions were 
sent to Captain A. S. Daggett, Second Infantry, Eu- 
faula, Ala., to send his company (H), in charge of the 
first lieutenant to Mobile Barracks, Mobile, Ala., and 
to proceed to Atlanta, Ga., for the purpose of taking 
the enlisted men of his company and company pro- 
penty at that place to Mobile. 

ajor David P. Hancock, Second Infantry, was 
December 11 ordered to proceed to Mobile Barracks, 
Mobile, and assume command of that post. 

Second Lieutenant Sidney E. Clark; Second Infan- 
try, was December 8 relieved from duty as a member 
of the General Court-martial i to convene at 
Mount Vernon Barracks, Ala. The following named 
officers are detailed as members of the same Court- 
gt oe co M. A. Cochran and First Lieutenant 


Captain H. C. Cook, Second Infantry, will at once 
er the command of the post o ae, 
Tenn., to the officer next in rank, and proceed to New 


Orleans, La., and rt in arrest to the commandin 
officer Department of the Gulf, oa or before the 
instant. | 


Atlanta .—Captain Jacob Kline, Eighteenth Infantry, 
was December 11 relieved from Court-martial duty ai 
Wm. V. olfe, 

Infantry, detailed as a member of the same 





Dro. 19, i874 








Cavalry.—Company E, Seventh Cavalry, was 
ordered to leave its present station at Greensboro, Ala., 
as soon after the 17th instant, as practicable, and 
march to and take post at Opelika, Ala., relieving the 
company of the Eighteenth Infantry, which will re- 
turn to Atlanta, Ga. 

Deputy Quartermaster-General Ekin, was ordered 
December 11 under the special authority given by the 


A. |General of the Army, to proceed to purchase forty 


cavalry horses, for the Seventh Cavalry. The follow- 
ing board is appointed for their examination: Captains 
Frederick W. Bentens, Myles Moylan, Seventh Cav- 
alry, and John H. Coster, A. D. C., Eighth Cavalry. 
It will assemble at Louisville, Ky., on the 21st instant. 

Payment of Troops.—Major H. B. Reese, paymaster, 
U. S. sme was directed December 8 to proceed to 
Columbia, 8. C., and pay Companies G and I, Eigh- 
teenth Infantry, on the muster and pay-rolls of Octo- 
ber 31, 1874. 

Eighteenth Infantry.—The General Court-martial of 
which Lieutenant-Colonel Henry M. Black, is presi- 
dent, will convene on the 28th instead of the 12th of 
December. 

Second Lieutenant Charles H. Cabaniss, Jr., Eigh- 
teenth Infantry, was December 5 detailed as a member 
of the General Court-martial appointed to convene at 
Fort Macon, N. C. 

Captain Birney B. Keeler, Eighteenth Infantry, was 
December 11 directed to accompany the division com- 
mander on his inspection of the posts in Mississippi, 
Alabama, Georgia, and Tennessee. 

New Orleans.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at New Orleans, La., December 28, 
for the trial of Captain rg C. Cook, Second Infan- 
try. Detail for the court: Lieutenant-Colonel Henry 
A. Morrow, Thirteenth Infantry; Majors John M. 
Brannan, First Artillery; Henry L. Chipman, Third 
Infantry; Captains Robert Nugent, Thirteenth Infan- 
try; Jacob F. Kent, Third Infantry; A. W. Kroutin- 

er, Second Infantry; John H. Page, and Edward 
foale, Third Infantry; Assistant Surgeon Van Buren 
Hubbard, U. 8. Army. Captain Jacob Kline, Eigh- 
teenth Infantry, judge-advocate. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 
Colonel W. H. Emory: Headquarters, New Orleans, La 

First Artillery.—First Lieutenant E. Van A. An- 
druss was December 4 ordered to proceed without de- 
lay to Fort Hamilton, N. Y., and report to the Judge- 
Advocate of the General Court-martial in session at 
that post as a witness in the case of Private Lane, First 
Artillery. When discharged from further attendance 
before the court, Lieutenant Andruss will rejoin his 
station. 

Siateenth Infantry.—Leave of absence for one month 
was December 7 granted Captain A. W. Allyn (Jack- 
son, Miss.) 

New Orleans.—A board of officers was ordered to: 
meet in this city, December 9, to survey and report the 
exact condition of the several buildings recently hired 
by the pe smog Fe Department for quartering 
troops and officers. Detail for the hoard: Lieutenant- 
Colonel J. R. Brooke, Third Infantry; Major Josep 
A. Potter, quartermaster, U.S. Army; Captains Robert 
Nugent, Robert A. Torrey, Thirteenth Infantry; First 
Lieutenant J. A. Olmsted, R. Q. M., Thirteenth In- 
fantry. ; 

Little Rock Barracks.—A General Court-martial was 
constituted to meet at Little Rock Barracks, Little Rock, 
Ark., December 14. The following officers of the 
Sixteenth Infantry were detailed for the court: Major 
S. A. Wainwright; Captains W. H. Bartholomew, 
Thomas E. Rose; First Lieutenant F. Rosencrantz, 
Second Lieutenant T. C. Woodbury. First Lieutenant 
T. W. Morrison, judge-advocate. 

Thirteenth Infantry.—Second Lieutenant Benjamin 
H. Gilman was December 8 relieved from duty as 
judge-advocate of a General Court-martial previously 
constituted, and First Lieutenant ‘Thomas 8. Mumford, 
Thirteenth Infantry, detailed as judge-advocate. 
Captain Robert Nugent, Thirteenth Infantry, was 
December 8 ordered to turn over to Colonel De L. 
Floyd-Jones, Third Infantry, commanding Jackson 
Barracks, La., one thousand rounds centre primed 
metallic cartridges calibre .50. 

Payment of Troops.—Major J. R. Mears, paymaster, 
U. 8. Army, was December 8 charged with the pay- 
ment of troops at St. Martinsville, La. 

Jackson Barracks.—A General Court-martial was 
constituted to meet at Jackson Barracks, La. First 
Lieutenant M. E. Hogan, Twenty-second Infantry, and 
the following officers of the Third Infantry were de- 
tailed for the court: Major Henry L. Chipman; Cap- 
tains John H. Page, Edward Moale; First Lieutenants 
Geo. W. H. Stoucb, John W. Hannay; Second Lieu- 
tenant Addis M. Henry. First Lieutenant Joseph 
Hale, adjutant, judge-advocate. 

Iwenty-second Infantry.—B, 
tary of War, Captain Mott Hooton was Decemer 8 
ordered to proceed at once to Forts Wayne and Gratiot, 
Mich., and Fort Porter and Madison Barracks, N.Y me 
for the purpose of collecting and shipping to New 
Orleans the clothing and such other property pertain- 
ing to the companies of his regiment now serving 1D 
this department as may be at those posts and is of a 
character proper to be transported at public expense 
on the occasion of a change of station, and also such 
of the private baggage of the officers of the com- 
panies referred to as they may desire to have shipped 
and is within the allowance on change of stution. 
After performing this dut Captain Hooton will rejoin 
his company at Jackson Barracks, la. 

Seventh Cavalry.—By direction of the Sceretary of 
War Second Lieutenant Luther R. Hare, A. A. Q. M., 
of the Post of Colfax, La., was ordered December 11 
to Second Lieutenant William Lassiter, Six- 
teeuth Infantry, in his daties connected with the Ne- 
ander, 
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MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 


Me‘or-General W. 8. Hancock: Hdq’rtrs, New York. 


Officers Registered.—The following officers were regis- 
tered at headquarters Military Division of the Atlan- 
tic, for the week ending December 15, 1874: Captain 
Frank H. Phipps, Ordnance Corps; First Lieutenant 
Wells Willard, Fifth Artillery; Major I. O. Dewey, 
paymaster, U. 8S. Army; First Lieutenant A. W. 
Vogdes, Fourth Infantry; Major H. C. Bankhead, 
Fourth Cavalry. 

Third Artillery.—Leave of absence for ten days was 
Decemiber 14 granted First Lieutenant Edward C. 
Knower (Fort Hamilton, N. Y. H.) 


Medical Department.—Leave of absence for fifteen 
days was December 9 pe Surgeon Joseph R. 
Smith, U. 8. Army (Fort Monroe, Va.) Surgeon Chas. 
FE. Goddard, U. 8. Army, was same date ordered to 
proceed to Albany, N. Y., and examine John Carey, a 
military prisoner in confinement at the Penitentiary, 
with the view of ascertaining bis present physical con- 
dition. 


Fort Monroe, Va.—Below is the score of two inter- 
esting games of base ball, which came off on the 26th 
and 28th ult., on this beautiful parade ground, and 
were played by the Benjamin B. B. Club, Company K, 
Second Artillery, and the Monroe B. B. Club, Com- 
pany C, sifth Artillery: 








BENJAMIN B.B.C. OR. MONROE B. B. C. R. 
Giachetti, Wm. c...... 5 | Turney..... .ccccccees 2 
. hy | Ser PR Seen | 1 
PSS 5 danvacccvas 0 | Adams, capt.......... 1 
Flanagan, Ist b........ 3 | Southwell............. 0 
Giachetti, ss.......... 22 en 0 
a Se so... eee 
|S i are oe © 1) Wee, GOB... 5 cc cece 3 
SS eee 5 | Wells, Geo............ 0 
Giachetti, Joe,capt.2db. 6 | Curry................. 2 

Total ...:........40 WORE, 5. 0.0.000. 000008 il 

BENJAMIN B. B.C. =. MONROE B. B. ¢ R. 
Giachetti, Wm. 2d b... 7 | Turney............... 5 
8 a ree BD ME ichbes dp desedia 2 
CS Oe EE cee 5 | Adams, capt.......... 1 
Flanagan, Ist b........ 5 | Southwell............ 2 
Giachetti, A., c. f ye SURAreer 5 
GPRM, Bi... ie cc cece OT Wee GOO. occ cc ectssx 2 
EDs Bidntcnsacases Se. | Aer 1 
_, A | Re 5 
Giachetti, Joe, capt,c.. 4 | Roberts............... 3 
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Artillery School.—General Orders dated Fort Monroe, 
Va., November 28, announces: The course of practical 
instruction for the month of December of this year will 
be as follows, viz: 

I. During the first week of the month (or in the 
event of inclement weather, during as much of the 
month as will afford time for five drills) the drills in 
the Infantry Tactics, School of the Battalion, will be 
continued as prescribed in General Orders No. 47, c. s., 
Artillery School, except that the drills will be attended 
by all company officers, and by the Adjutant, in their 
proper capacities, 

Il. During those days of the remainder of the month 
when the weather is suitable for drilling, the usual 
duily period of drill will be devoted to recitations by 
the officers, and drill by the whole company, in the 
following portions of the new Artillery Tactics, viz.: 
pars. 128 to 236 (pages 46 to 93); pars. 242 to 299 (pages 
95 to 115), omitting all that refers to the sabre; and 
pars. 553 to 565 (pages 207 to 283), omitting all that re- 
lates to horses, harness, etc., and to drivers and all 
other mounted men. The recitations will be by com- 
pany, under the supervision of the respective captains, 
and will take place in the company orderly-room. 

The Superintendent of Practical Instructions will so 
arrange the recitations and drills that the former will 
not unnecessarily consume weather suitable for out 
door work, and for the latter so that the field-battery 
will be so divided as to afford an equal opportunity to 
each of the difterent companies. 


Fifth Artillery.—Leave of absence for one month was 
December 14 granted Second Lieutenant Charles R. 
Barnett (Fort Adams, R. I.) Leave of absence for 
fourteen days was same date granted First Lieutenant 
Charles C. McConnell (Madison Barracks, N. Y.) 

Leave of absence for twenty days was December 12 
granted Captain Henry F. Brewerton, Fifth Artillery 
(Fort Adams, R. I.) 

The Court of Inquiry of which Licutenant-Colonel 
Washington L. Elliott, First Cavalry, is president, in- 
stituted at the request of Capt. Edmund C. Bainbridge, 
5th Artil’y, to investigate the circumstances connected 
with the transfer by him of his pay accounts for May, 
June, July, and August, 1873, to, or for the benefit of 
certain alleged creditors of his in Eastport, Me., and 
whether Captain Bainbridge’s pay for each and all of 
said months was collected by the assignee and as- 
signees, and, if not, the reason thereof, has reported 
the following finding and opinion, viz. : 

_Fixpine.—That Captain Edmund C. Bainbridge, 
Fifth Artillery, on or about the last of October, or the 
ist of November, 1873, gave his pay accounts for four 
months, viz.: May, June, July, and August, 1873, 
amounting to $780 to Mr. Robert Burns, of East- 
port, Me., accompanied bya letter to Major Prince, 
peyunnster, requesting him to pay the amount to said 

urns, at the same time giving to Burns, a list of his 
creditors, with the understanding that Burns should 
pay himself the amvuunt due him by Captain Bain- 


oridge, and the amounts due the several creditors, the 
That 
presented to Major Prince, payment was 
and August, 1873, 
ajor Prince, having 


amount of the account being amply sufficient. 
on bein 
made only for the months of Jul 
amounting to $890 to Mr. Burns, iM 


: Connhe, b,..Be 
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been informed by an endorsement from the Paymas- 
ter-General’s Office, that Captain Bainbridge had al- 
ready been paid for the months of May and June, 
1878, subsequently found to be a mistake. The $390 
was appropriated by Mr. Burns in liquidation of bis 
own claim, and that of three other persons, against 
Captain Bainbridge, the claims of other creditors not 
being satisfied. ‘That Mr. Burns notified Captain Bain- 
bridge of this some time in November, 1873. That on 
the 25th of June, 1874, Captain Bainbridge was notified 
by endorsement of Paymaster-General on his, Captain 
Bainbridge’s letter of June 21, 1874, that pay was due 
him for the manths of May and June, 1873. 
Orrn1on.—The cvurt is of opinion that Captain Bain- 
bridge transferred his accounts, in good faith, to Mr. 
Burns, for the payment of all the claims against him, 
according to list of same in hands of said Burns, and 
that he was culpable in not sooner taking measures to 
ay the creditors for whose benefit the account cover- 
ng the months of May, June, July, and August, 18738, 
was assigned, when he found that payment had been 
made only for the months of July and August, 1873, 
leaving the accounts for May and June, 1873, subject 
to renewal by Captain Bainbridge. The proceedings, 
— and opinion of the Court of Inquiry are ap- 
proved. The Court of Inquiry of which Lieutenant- 
Colonel Washington L. Elliott, First Cavalry, is presi- 
dent, is dissolved. 





MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 
Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield: H’dq’rs San Francisco, Cal. 

Officers Itegistered—The following-named officers 
aia at the Headquarters Military Division of the 
Pacific, for the week ending Tuesday, Dec. 8, 1874: 
A. A. Surgeon S. L. Orr, Medical Department; First 
Lieutenant Charles F. Loshe, Eighth Infantry; Second 
Lieutenant Charles E. 5. Wood, ‘Twenty-first Infantry; 
Captain Geo. M. Randall, and Second Lieutenant C. 
B. Pratt, Twenty-trird Infantry; A. A. Surgeon B. G. 
McPhail, Medical Department; Captains Thomas Mc- 
Gregor, First Cavalry; R. C. Parker, Twelfth Infan- 
try; Geo. B. Sanford, First Cavalry; Geo. L, Brown- 
ing, Seventh Infantry; First Lieutenant J. Scott Payne, 
Fifth Cavalry; Colonel J. J. Reynolds, Third Cavalry; 
Second Lieutenant J. L. Wilson, Fourth Artillery. 

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 

Twelfth Infantry.—Captain Richard C. Parker, then 
in San Francisco, en route to Camp Gaston, Cal., was 
December 5 ordered to report in person for duty at 
Angel Island, Cal., until further orders. 

Angel Island.—In view of the proposed abandonment 
of Camps Gaston and Wright, Cal., next spring, and 
the quartering of the whole or part of the present gar- 
risons of those posts at Angel Islands, Cal., the com- 
manding officer of Camp Gaston was December 3 or- 
dered to send, without delay, ten of the best men from 
each of the companies of that post, with a due propor- 
tion of non-commissioned officers, to Angel Islands, to 
assist in the construction of the barracks and quarters 
now being put up at that post for the increased gar- 
rison. The commanding officer of Camp Wright, Cal., 
will send fifteen of the best men of Company A, 
Twelfth Infantry, including a due proportion of non- 
commissioned officers, to Angel Island, to assist in the 
same constructions. 

Medical Department.—Hospital Steward Thomas 
Army, was December 3 ordered to 
dwell, Cal., for duty. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA. 

Briq.-Gen. Oliver O. Howard; Headquarters, Portland, Oregon. 
Payment of Troops.—Major ard Paymaster Joseph 
A. ieten, chief paymaster, was November 23 ordered 
to pay the troops at the military post of Sitka, Alaska 
Territory, to include the muster of October 31, 1874. 

Commissary Department.—Captain William H. Bell, 
commissary of subsistence, having been assigned by 
orders from division headquarters to his former duties 
as chiet commissary of subsistence of the department, 
and purchasing and depot commissary of subsistence 
in Portland, Oregon, was ordered to relieve First Lieu- 
tenant William H. Boyle, Twenty-first Infantry, on 
the 13th of November. Lieutenant Boyle will remain 
on duty in Portland in performance of the duty to 
which he was previously assigned. 

Iwenty-first Infantry.—The commanding officer, 
Fort Walla Walla, was directed November 3 to order 
Captain Stephen P. Jocelyn, to Portland, Oregon, en 
route to Sitka, Alaska, on Court-martial duty. 
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ARMY AND NAVY BILLS IN CONGRESS. 


Bruits making appropriations for the Army and 
Navy, for the year ending June 30, 1876, have been 
introduced in the House. These bills we shall refer 
to more particularly when they come up for discus- 
sion. The total sum recommended for the Navy is 
$16,976,006.40; for the Army, $27,701,500. The 
appropriations bill for fortifications and other works 
of defence provides for $850,000. 

Introduced by Mr. Eugene Hale (H. R. 3903): 
Authorizing and directing the payment, out of 
any money hereafter to be appropriated, to Rear-Ad- 
miral John L. Worden, and the officers and crew of 
the U. 8. 8S. Monitor who participated in the action 
with the rebel iron-clad Merrimac, March 9, 1862, 
such a sum as shall be duly found to have been the 
actual value of said iron-clad Merrimac and her ar- 
mament at the date of said action ; said value to be 
fixed by a commission of three naval officers, to be 
appointed by the Secretary of the Navy, to be distri- 
buted to the officers and crew attached to the 
Monitor at the date above named, according to the 
pay-roll of the ship at the time, and to be in lieu of 
the bounty authorized by the 11th section of the act 





entitled ‘* An act to regulate prize-proceedings, and 





so forth,” approved June 30, 1864: Provided,{That 
no money shall be paid to the assignee of any of 
said officers or crew entitled to receive the same, but 
only to himself in person, or to his wife or to his per- 
sonal re ntatives, excluding any such assignee : 
And provided further, That if any of the officers or 
crew of said U. 8. S. Monitor shall have received the 
bounty provided for by the said section 11 of the act 
of June 30, 1864, the same shall be deducted from 
= amount to be paid such officer or seaman under 
this act. 

By Mr. MacDougall (H. R. 3912): That the Adju- 
tant-General’s Department of the Army sball here- 
after consist of one Adjutant-General, with the rank, 
pay, and emoluments of a brigadier ; two 
assistant adjutants-general, with the rank, pay, and 
emoluments of colonels; four assistant ahjutente- 
general, with the rank, pay, and emoluments of 
lieutenant-colonels ; and ten assistant adjutants- 
general, with the rank, pay, and emoluments of ma- 
jors. Sec. 2. That so much of section six of the act 
entitled “An act making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the Army for the year ending June 30, 1870, 
and for other purposes,” approved March 3, 1869, as 
applies to the Adjutant-General’s Department, be, 
and the same is hereby, repealed. 

By Mr. Nesmith (H. R. 3893) : That the President 
be, and is hereby, authorized to nominate and pro- 
mote Asher R. Eddy and Rufus Saxton to be heu- 
tenant-colonels and deputy quartermasters-general, 
to date from July 29, 1866, and to take places on the 
Army Register next below Colonel Stewart Van 
Vliet: Provided, That no officer in said Departmént 
shall by this act be reduced from his present rank, 
nor shall any additional pay or allowance be made to 
any officers by virtue of this act. 

By Mr. Coburn (H. R. 3876): That hereafter all 
the officers of the Medical Corps of the Army, now 
known by law as surgeons: and assistant surgeons, 
shall be designated surgeons, and that they shall 
have rank and promotion in accordance with length 
of service as follows, namely: Surgeons of less than 
five years’ service shall have the rank, pay, and 
emoluments of first lieutenants of cavalry; sur- 
geons of more than five and less than _thir- 
teen years’ service, the rank, pay, and emolu- 
ments of captains of cavalry; surgeons of 
more than thirteen and less than twenty- years’ 
service, the rank, pay, and emoluments of majors; 
surgeons of more than twenty-three and less than 
thirty years’ service, the rank, pay, and emoluments 
of lieutenant-colonels; and surgeons of thirty years’ 
service and upward, the rank, pay, and emoluments 
of colonels: Provided, That nothing in this act shall 
be construed to increase the total number of medical 
officers now authorized by law. Sec. 2. That noth- 
ing in this act shail be construed to permit the 
appointment of any person in the Medical Depart- 
ment until he shall have passed the examination now 
required by law; and that the second examination 
now required of all medical officers before promotion 
to the rank of surgeon shall hereafter be required of 
all medical officers before promotion to the rank of 
major. Sec. 3. That all laws and of laws 
inconsistent with the provisions of this act be, and 
the same are hereby, repealed. 

By Mr. Sprague (H. R. 3868): That the Secretary 
of the Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
directed to arrange the members of the class of 1870, 
graduates of the United States Naval Academy, on 
the navy-list, in the order of rank, as determined at 
the graduating examination, at said Academy, June 
7, 1870: Provided, That no person who wasadvanced 
by either of the several competitive examinations, 
extending from time to time, trom Nov. 1, 1872, to 
June 4, 1874, and prematurely promoted to the grade 
of master, shall suffer loss of grade: Provided 
further, That the members of said class now serving 
in the Navy of the United States as masters shall be 
at once arranged on the masters’ list in the order of 
rank, as determined at said graduation, June 7, 1870; 
and that as promotions are made from the grade of 
ensign, the persons promoted shall be assigned to 
their original positions in said class, as determined 
at said graduation, June 7, 1870. 

By Mr. Albright (H. R. 3858): Whereas three 
vacancies in the grade of surgeon in the. Medical De- 
partment of the Army originated Feb. 22, 1869, to 
which the senior three assistant surgeons, Charles B. 
White, George M. Sternberg, and Joseph Janvier 
Woodward, were entitled to be promoted by the 
laws then in existence; and whereas the sixth section 
of the Army appropriation bill, approved March 3, 
1869, has been so construed as to prevent the promo- 
tion of said officers, although they became entitled 
thereto prior to the passage of said appropriation 
bill: Therefore, that the President be, and hereby is, 
authorized to nominate and promote the above 
named to be surgeons, to date from Feb. 22, 1869; 
but this act shail not be construed to increase per- 
manently the number of surgeons in the Army, and 
no further promotions to that grade shall be made 
until the number of surgeons is reduced to that fixed 
by existing laws. 

By Mr. Field (H. R. 3886): That from and after 
the passage of this act, any officer of the Army, 
having been in the military service of the United 
States for a period of forty years, on being placed 
upon the retired list, shall be advanced in rank one 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 


Navy 
Wasnineron, D. C., 


The President ; 


Sm: The following report of the present condition 
of the Navy and its operations during the present year 
is respectfully submitted: 


VESSELS OF THE NAVY. 


One year ago the Navy consisted of 165 vessels of 
all classes, armed with 1,269 guns, exclusive of howit- 
zers. Since that time there have been added to it 8 
new steam-sloops, 2 torpedo vessels, and one despatch- 
boat, and it has been diminished by the sale of 2 
wooden and 11 light-draught iron vessels, leaving as 
the present number 163 vessels with 1,254 guns, the 
armament having been slightly increased by the in- 
crease in the number of guns on the new ships. Of 
this whole number, 26 have sail eed only, and of 
these four are to be placed at the disposal of State and 
local authorities as school and training ships, under 
the direction of the act of Congress, providing for 
such disposition. Seven are in use only as receiving- 
ships; 2 are old line-of-battle ships, which have been 
on the stocks for many years, and 8 are of old t 
and in bad condition, and can be used only for bar- 
racks or stationary school-ships; leaving 5 which can 
be put to practical use at sea as store-ships, transports, 
or surveying-vessels. 

Our steam navy consists of 137 vessels of all classes 
and in every condition. Of this number, 25 are tugs, 
used with one or two exceptions for yard purposes ; 
are armored vessels, and 2 are to o-boats, leaving 
78 steam-vessels originally of a class adapted for 
cruising. These are classified at present as follows: 
First-rate, 5 vessels, 188 guns, 15, 163 tons; second-rate, 
81 vessels, 510 guns, 57,528 tons; third-rate, 31 ves- 
sels, 183 guns, 18,956 tons; fourth-rate, 6 vessels, 21 
guns, 3,183 tons; making a total of 73 vessels, 902 
guns, including howitzers, and 94,830 tons. 

Of the iron-clad or armored vessels, 16 are of a class 
and in condition for actual and efficient service; 4 
others, of the class of powerful double-turreted moni- 
tors, are actually in hand undergoing repair, and the 
fifth is well worth the same attention ; but the re- 
mainder may be counted as really useless for any ac- 
tive and efficient purpose. Four of the largest of 
them, designed and commenced during the war, have 
never been launched, and consist, in fact, only of their 
wooden frames, still on the stocks, and their incom- 
plete plating and machinery stored at the navy-yards, 
though their names and designed dimensions appear 
on the Navy list ; and the remaining 12, of the class 
known as light-draught monitors, not able to carry 
their turrets, guns, and munitions of war, are valuable 
only as old material. Of the 73 steam-cruising vessels, 
5, of over 2,000 tons each, have remained on the stocks 
since the war, never having been launched, and are 
not estimated to be worth, for our purposes, the cost of 
completion; 7 are condemned and laid up in ordinary 
as unfit for further use; 3 others with condemned ma- 
chinery; and 41 are in commission for various duty. 
Of the remaining 17, upon which we must rely to take 
the place of the cruising vessels as they return home 
and are put out of commission, 2 are laid up for ser- 
vice, 7 are repairing at the various navy-yards, and 8 
are building under special appropriations of Congress. 

Thus it will be seen that one-half of the steam-navy 
adapted to cruising is ‘in commission and in actual 
service. is number of vessels cannot be prudent! 
diminished; but if it is to be maintained, there should 
be a gradual and constant addition to the Navy to 
supply the places of those which are each year found 
to worn out and unfit for further service, and for 
this purpose a fixed amount of tonnage should be built 
every year. This amount may be small, but it should 
be constant and unfailing. To this end the Depart- 
ment has accumulated a large amount of live oak tim- 
ber in the various navy-yards, where it will yearly im- 
prove in condition and be available as the very best 
material for the frames of any ships it may at any time 
be necessary or desirable to build. < 

The rapid and almost complete disappearance of this 
most valuable ship-timber from our shores, (large 
ora being sent abroad,) should arrest the atten- 

m of Congress, and measures should be taken to se- 
cure what remains. It is the growth of centuries, and 
once lost will never be saniiesl 

CRUISING-STATIONS. 

No —— has been made during the year in the 
number or designation of the cruising-stations, which 
comprise six separate commands, although, in conse- 
quence of threatened disturbances of our friendly re- 
lations with Spain, the whole force was temporarily 
withdrawn from one, and the greater part from another, 
to strengthen the North Atlantic or home station. The 
European station and the South Atlantic station, which 
were thus temporarily deprived of their cruising force, 
have been again occupied, though not with precisely 
the same force. To the former, from which the 
Wabash, Co 3, Alaska, Wachusett, and Shenandoah 
were withdrawn in December last, the Franklin, Con- 
gress and Alaska have returned, with the addition of 
the Juniata ; and to the South Atlantic station, from 
which the Lancaster and Ticonderoga at the same time 
were transferred, the Lancaster has returned. 

Tue Evropean Sration.—Rear-Admiral A. Ludlow 
Case, who left Ville Franche on the 31st of December 
for Key West, and was temporarily in command of the 
force on the North Atlantic station, comprising all the 
vessels concentrated at Key West from January 3 to 
April 10, returned to Gibraltar May 12, and re-organ- 
ized the — Soe the ae station, which he still 
commands. ly in ru: next, in consequence 
of his retirement from pathos sicoted he will be suc- 
ceeded by Rear-Admiral John L. Worden, and will re- 
turn home in the Powhatan, which has been detailed to 
take out the latter to Lisbon, 


DEPARTMENT, t 
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Since the re-establishment of the station the several 
vessels have been cruising in the Mediterranean, and 
have visited almost all the principal ports and islands 
frequented by commerce, and where our citizens have 
interests, f1om Gibraltar to the coast of Syria. The 
Congress, on the mange from Key West to the Medi- 
terranean, touched at the Madeiras, Cape de Verd, and 
Canary Islands, Monrovia, Palmas, and Siefra Leone, 
some of which-places were also visited by other vessels 
of this command on their way to the station. 


Sours ArLantic Station.—The force on the South 
Atlantic station is now under the command of Rear- 
Admiral William E. Le JRoy, who succeeded Rear-Ad- 
miral James H. Strong at Rio Janeiro, August 1. The 
vessels now there are the Lancaster, flag-ship, Monon- 
— and Wasp. The Lancaster was attached to the 

orth Atlantic station from January 25 to May 11, re- 
turned to Rio de Janeiro July 11, and on tbe follow- 
ing day the flag of Rear-Admiral Strong was hoisted 
on The Monongahela arrived out December 22, 
1873. She sailed from Rio de Janeiro October 1 for 
the Kerguclan Land to take on board the observers of 


the transit of Venus, who were stationed at that point, | part 


and bring them back to Brazil. The Wasp has been 
emplo in La Plata. The Brooklyn is preparing at 
Norfolk to proceed to this station as flagship, taking 
the place of the Luncaster, which is to be ordered 
home, 

Tue Soutn Paciric Station.—The force on this 
station, under the command of Rear. Admiral Napoleon 
Collins, who hoisted his flag on board the Richmond at 
Panama August 11, consists of that vessel, the Omaha 


87} and Onward. Rear-Admiral John J. Almy, who was 


in command at the date of the last annual report, has 
been assigned to the command of the North Pacific 
station in place of Rear-Admiral A. M. Pennock, 
transferred to the Asiatic station. On his departure 
from Panama, May 18, for San Franciseo, in the Sara- 
nac, he left Capt. W. K. Mayo, senior officer present, 
in charge, who was succeeded by Rear-Admiral Col- 
lins August 11. Rear-Admiral Almy arrived at San 
Francisco June 21, and on the 17th of Se»tember 
shifted his flag to the Pensacola. One or another of the 
vessels of this station has been almost constantly at Pa- 
nama, where we have the greatest interests at stake. 


Tue Nortu Paciric Station.—Rear-Admiral A. M. 
Pennock commanded the force on this station until the 
1st of May, at which time he was transferred to the 
Asiatic station, taking passage in the mail steamer of 
that date from San Francisco. The vessels constitu- 
ting the force on this station, under the command of 
Rear-Admiral Almy, as above stated, are the Pensacola 
flagship, Saranac, tcia, Portsmouth, Tuscarora, and 
Naragansett. The Tuscarora has been engaged in deep- 
sea soundings for a submarine cable between the coast 
of the United States and Japan and China. Shesailed 
from San Francisco October 30, to run a line to Hono- 
lulu, after which she is to visit the Samoan group to 
inquire into matters affecting the interests of citizens 
of the United States. The Narragansett has been 
employed in examining the route of steamers along 
the Californian and Mexican coasts. The Saranac is 
now in the vicinity of La Paz, inquiring into alleged 
wrongs inflicted on American mining companies 
there. 

In February last the Tuscarora, Commander Belknap, 
then at the port of Honolulu, in conjunction with the 
Portsmouth, Commander Skerrett, at the earnest 
solicitation of the Government, was instrumental in 
aiding in the restoration of order in that city. On 


Y | the 12th of that month, on the occasion of the election 


of a king, riotous proceedings occurred, and at the 
ressing request of the authorities, detachments were 
anded from those vessels the following day. Their 
commanding officers were prompt on the occasion to 
comply with the wishes of the Government to aid in 
restoring order, and be in readiness to protect the 
interests of our own citizens should they be jeopardized. 
In cre more than fifteen minutes after signal on 
the 13th of February, companies comprising one hun- 
dred and fifty officers, blue-jackets, and marines, in- 
cluding a Gatlin -“ from the Portsmouth, were 
landed and marched to the scene of action. It was 
only necessary for the battalion to approach for the 
rioters to disperse. The court-house was occupied 
and sentries posted at other public buildings. No 
further disturbances followed, and the new king was 
inaugurated. On the 16th a part of the force was 
withdrawn, and on the 20th the remainder, the Govern- 
ment signifying that their presence was no longer 
neetied. The conduct of the officers and men of the 
battalion was highly commended, and resolutions of 
thanks to them were passed by the Government, the 
legislative assembly, and the chamber of commerce. 
he Benicia has been stationed at the Sandwich 
Islands since February last. The king availed himself 
of a passage in this vessel, which was put at his ser- 
vice for that purpose, to parts of his dominions, and 
afterward sailed in the same ship for San Francisco, 
where he arrived on the 29th of November. 

Tue Asiatic Station.—Rear-Admiral A. M. Pen- 
nock commands the force on this station, comprising 
the Hartford, flagship, Lackawanna, Monocacy, Ashue- 
lot, Kearsarge, Yantic, Saco, and Palos. Rear-Admiral 
E. G. Parrott, who relieved Rear-Admiral T. A. 
Jenkins, December 12, 1873, having broken down in 
health, was condemned by medical survey, and turned 
over the station to Captain E. R. Colhoun, January 
12, 1874, who continued in command until the arrival 
of Rear-Admiral A. M. Pennock, May 29. The 
Tennessee is preparing for service as flagship, to take 
the place of the Hartford, and will leave New York in 
the spring for the station, via the Suez Canal. 

Norts ATLANtIc STaTion.—At the date of the 
last report the whole available force of the Navy 
which could be put afloat on the Atlantic Ocean was 
under orders to re-enforce this station. In addition to 

force*as stated in the last report, every 
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dispatched as rapidly as it could be put in order and 
properly manned and organized. The Lancaster and 
the Ziconderoga were recalled from the South Atlantic, 
and the whole European fleet from the Mediterranean, 
and ordered to concentrate at Key West. The force 
thus concentrated on the station consisted of the 
Franklin, Minnesota, Wabash, Colorado, Lancaster, 
Brooklyn, Congress, Worcester, Alaska, Ticonderoga, 
Canandaigua, Shenandoah, Juniata, Ossipee, Wachusett, 
Powhatan, Wyoming, Kansas, Shawmut, Saugus, Maho- 
pac, Manhattan, Ajax, Oanonicus, Dictator, Despatch, 
Pinta, Fortune, and Mayflower, and Rear-Admiral 
Case, as senior officer present, assumed command, in 
pursuance of orders to that effect, January 3, 1874, the 
date of his arrival at Key West, Rear-Admiral Scott 
remained in command of a division. 

The causes which led to this concentration of force 
were generally and briefly alluded to in my last report, 
and it may now be proper, in order to complete the 
record of the action of the Navy in connection with 
the Virginius affair, to recite the more prominent of 
the proceedings in relation thereto in which it took 


Commander Cushing, of the Wyoming, upon receiv- 
ing information, through dispatches from the consul- 
general of the United States at Havana, of the capture 
of the Virginius and the execution of a part of her 
crew, very properly sailed immediately from Aspin- 
wall, where he was then stationed, to Santiago de 
Cuba, arriving there on the 16th of November. He 
put himself at once in communication with the authori- 
ties of the port, and protested against the further ex- 
ecution of prisoners of the Virginius. In the mean 
time the Kansas, Commander Reed, and the Juniata, 
Commander Braine, then at New York, had been in- 
structed to proceed to Santiago de Cuba for the pur- 
pose of inquiring into all the circumstauces connected 
with the capture of the Virginivs and the execution of 
members of her crew. The former sailed from New 
York November 14, and the latter November 19. The 
Juniata reached Santiago de Cuba November 26, and 
the Kansas, meeting with severe weather, did not arrive 
until December 2. Commander Braine, the senior 
officer present, entered a protest against the further 
execution of prisoners of the Virginius, and took every 
means in his power to encourage them and conduce to 
their comfort. The Department’s instructions were 
judiciously complied with. In carrying out the pro- 
visions of the protocol of December 8, the Juniata 
was instructed to receive on board the survivors of the 
Virginius, provide them with comfortable accommoda- 
tions, and convey them to the United States. These 
survivors, one hundred and two in number, were so 
received December 18, and safely landed at New York 
on the 28th of the same month. As another provision 
of the protocol contemplated the saluting of the 
American flag at Santiago de Cuba on the 25th day of 
December, 1873, and the Canandaigua, Captain Lowry, 
was dispatched to that port to be present when the 
salute should be given, and to return it. She left the 
capes of the Delaware December 12, and reached her 
destination December 19. This ceremony having by 
subsequent arrangement been waived, she remained at 
Santiago de Cuba until January. 

In fulfilment of a third condition of the protocol, 
viz., the delivery of the Virginius at Bahia Honda toa 
war-vessel of the United States, on the 16th of Decem 
ber the Despatch was sent to that place for the purpose 
of receiving her. Captain Whiting, chief of staff of 
the North Atlantic fleet, was intristed with this duty. 
The Virginius was received at the point and on the day 
mentioned, provided with a suitable crew, and con- 
voyed to the Tortugas. Here she was placed under 
convoy of the Ossipee, and dispatched to the north. 
Unfortunately, but unavoidably, in view of her con- 
dition and of the fact that she encountered heavy 
weather, the united efforts of her convoy and of the 
officers and crew which had been put on board of her 
were unavailing to save her from the dangers incident 
to a winter passage on our coast, and she foundered off 
Cape Hatteras, on her passage to New York. The 
several officers to whom were intrusted duties of this 
delicate nature, touching the settlement of an impor- 
iant international question, were instructed to clothe, 
in cariying out their orders, the firmness required with 
the utmost courtesy in their intercourse with the 
officers, both ashore and afloat, with whom they might 
be brought in contact, and these conditions were 
studiously observed in every particular. 

On June 13, 1874, Rear-Admiral Scott, in consequence 
of his retirement and in pursuance of orders, hauled 
down his flag at Key West, leaving Captain R. T. 
Renshaw temporarily in command until the arrival of 
Rear-Admiral J. M. Mullany, who had been 
appointed to succeed him. The latier hoisted his flag 
on the Worcester, at Key West, June 19, and is now in 
command of the station. The force at present con- 
sists of the Colorado, Worcester, Ossipee, Brooklyn, Kan- 
sas, Shawmut, Dictator, Canonieus, Wach usett, and Pinta, 
together with the monitors Ajaz, Saugus, Manhattan, 
and Mahopac, which are at Pensacola, in readiness for 
immediate service. The Plymouth, now at New York, 
is under orders to this station, and the Brooklyn will be 
withdrawn and ordered to join the South Atlantic 
=. has always been more or less 

as alw 8 
ho uppemanes of the yellow fever on board the 
vessels of this station during the summer and fall. A 
single case occurre.! on board the Ticonderoga, lying at 
Key West, which proved fatal, and no other oer 
having developed, it was supposed all danger hac 

assed, and the vessel was removed from quarantine. 

evertheless, instructions were given for the adoption 
of the strictest sanitary measures to prevent a recur- 
rence of the disease, and such orders issued by = 
commanding officer as promised the desired result an 
a securement of health in the squadron. To these 
measures, it is believed, the good health of the officers 
and men of the station was greatly. due. Only three 
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other cases appeared on the Ticonderoga, which vessel 
was immediately sent to Portsmouth, agreeably to the 
Department’s instructions, that on the appearance of 
yellow fever on any of the vessels they should be 
ordered north. 

As a measure of economy and health, five of the 
monitors were removed from Key West to Pensacola, 
and all their officers and men taken out, except such 
as were actually required to keep them in good con- 
dition, so that, if necessary, they could be made ready 
for service without delay and embarrassment. 


THE YELLOW FEVER AT PENSACOLA. 


The Navy-yard at this station had not been visited 
by yellow fever for a number of years, and was con- 
sidered, in point of health, preferable to Key West. 
The season just past has not justified this assumption, 
although the monitors stationed there were compara- 
tively free from the epidemic which carried off so many 
valuable officers and seamen. On its appearance on 
board the monitors, the senior officer of the station 
was authorized to remove them to any healthy locality, 
and to take any steps calculated to prevent a spread of 
the disease, and one of them, the Canonicus, received 
on board a number of officers and men, and proceeded 
with them to quarantine at New Orleans. It would, 
as a matter of course, be much healthier for the officers 
and crews of ships assigned to these tropical stations, 
could such ships be ordered north during the summer; 
but if we are to maintain fleets on the waters of the West 
Indies and the Spanish Main, they cannot, except in 
cases Of imperative necessity, properly be scattered in 
search of health and comfort when pressing occasion 
for their presence may at any moment arise. Those to 
whom the exposure comes, in the regul r course of 
public duty, must be retained (under stringent sanitary 
precautions, of course) in these waters, within easy 
communication with the Department, and prepared 
for any emergency which may arise. 


THE NAVAL DRILI, 


The affair of the Vorgineus having occasioned the 
concentration of a naval force of our armored and un- 
armored ships of war in the waters near the Cuban 
coast, much more considerable than had been assem- 
bled at any time since the civil war, and the disturbed 
relations that brought these ships together having been 
happily composed, the opportunity was seized to 
instruct the fleet in those naval maneuvres so assidu- 
ously practiced every year by the great naval powers, 
and so highly valued by all naval men as a preparation 
for war. The officer in command, Rear-Admiral A. 
L. Case, was, therefore, instructed to take his un- 
armered ships to sea, and to perform, for a month, in 
the waters of Florida north of the Tortugas, the 
maneuvres of a fleet, following the tactical system of 
the new signal book just then compiled under the 
direction of the Bureau of Navigation. In the whole 
world there can be found no better sea for such 
maneuvres than this Bay of Florida, with its sheltered 
waters, its easy anchorage, and its mild and agreeabie 
winter climate. 

The general instructions of the Department were 
elaborated and carried out in detail with much skill 
by Rear-Admiral Case and his officers, and maneuvres 
by alarge force were executed during a full month, 
day after day, with great profit to the whole Navy, in- 
structing avery large number of officers and men in 
the practice of duties hitherto known to most of them 
only in theory. The fleet returned to Key West early 
in March, and the monitors were then instructed in 
the same maneuvres as a separate force. Rear-Admi- 
ral Case and the commanding officers under him then 
devoted themselves for several weeks to the patient 
scientific instruction of the officers and men of the 
vessels in practical gunnery and in the use of tor- 
pedoes, that new and powerful element of naval war, 
still imperfectly known, and needing much careful 
experiment by the ships that are to use them in battle. 

he instructions to Rear-Admiral Case also called 
for careful exercise in landing large bodies of men and 
guns from the fleet, to be maneuvred on shore. These 
were skilfully carried into effect : a brigade of 1,900 
men was landed and maneuvred at Key West on the 
30th of January, under the command of Commodore 
F. A. Parker, the chief of staff ; and on the 23d day 
of March a still larger force, of 2,700 seamen and ma- 
Tines, with Gatling and field guns, was thrown on 
shore, under the command of Capt. E. Simpson, of 
the Franklin, in 84 boats, the landing being made 
under cover of the guns of four of the ships of the 
fleet, placed within easy range of the shore. ‘The force 
was landed in excellent order, and, preceded by a bat- 
talion of skirmishers, the brigade advanced to the 
railway, where it took position. 

After maneuvring for some hours, the brigade was 
re-embarked, having given signal proof of its efficient 
(raining, and that our seamen, under the skilful in- 
struction of the graduates of the Naval Academy, 
themselves carefully trained during four years in the 
infantry battalion and field-batteries at Annapolis, may 
always be relied on as efficient troops, should it be 
hecessary to disembark them for land-service. 

At the beginning of April, the tactical exercises and 
practice with guns and torpedoes having been finished, 
the force was dispersed, the usual squadron remaining 
in the Gulf of Mexico, while the other ships returned 
to the North, or to their several stations in Europe or 
South America, to resume their usual duties in sup- 
porling the interests of our country, and in protecting 
its commerce. 

The important trust committed to Rear-Admiral 
~_ ee fulfilled with his accustomed zeal and ability, 
‘ & Mann ighly is Vav 2 
setedaine er highly satisfactory to the Navy De 


The Department has also much reason to be satisfied 
with the 


Sony and torpedo-school, in imparting to cur officers | ment of the stock of native sailors. Out of the various graphic Office, in 
© varied training now become essential to accom-|racial components of our population, those in which 


prvofs given of the success of our Naval Aca-| from this quarter may in time be expected a replenish- 





PUBLIC MARINE SCHOOLS. 


An act of June 20, 1874, to encourage the establish- 
ment of public marine schools, authorized and directed 
the Secretary of the Navy to furnish, on certain con- 
ditions, upon the application of the Governor of the 
State, a suitable vessel, with all her apparel, charts, 
books, and instruments of navigation, provided the 
same could be spared without detriment to the naval 
service, to be used for the benefit of any nautical 
school, or college having a nautical branch, established 
at each or any of the ports of New York, Boston, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Norfolk, and San Francisco; 
and further authorized the detail of proper officers of 
the Navy as superintendents of or instructors in such 
schools. 

Applicatior having been made by? the Governor of 
the State of New Fork and by the Governor of the 
State of California to have furnished for those States 
respectively a vessel for the purposes indicated in the 
act of Congress r-ferred to, the sailing sloop-of-war 
St. Mary's has been designated for the State of New 
York and the sloop-of-war Jamestown for the State of 
California. These vessels are the best of their class in 
the Navy, and well adapted for training ships. The 
will be turned over to the State authorities, with all 
their spars, sails, boats, rigging, chains, anchors, 
battery, und articles of general equipment, with the 
exception of sea-stores and ammunition. A command- 
ing officer or superintendent has been detailed for 
each; also an executive officer, as an assistant, for the 
St. Mary’s. The naval service will be subjected to 4 
considerable expense in preparing these vessels for 
this service, for which provision should be made by 
Congress, 

VIENNA EXPOSITION. 

The store-ship Guard returned to New York from 
the Vienna Exposition April 14 last. She brought 
home a large collection of articles which had been on 
exhibition and were not disposed of, belonging to 
American exhibitors. 

In accordance with the expressed desire of the 
President to do all in his power to relieve the wants 
and aid in the return to the United States of indigent 
mechanics employed in the American department in 
the Vienna Exhibition, instructions were issued to the 
Guard to afford a passage to such of that class as she 
could accommodate, and who were willing to mess 
with the crew. The Guard was also instructed, if she 
had room, to bring over any articles which might be 
intended for our Centennial Exhibition in 1876. 


ICELANDERS, ALASKA, 


For the last half year a desire to explore our extreme 
northwestern coast, with a view to settling, has been 
expressed by certain Icelanders who have begun an 
emigration to this continent, and who wish to establish 
themselves in some region where the climate shall, in 
summer at least, approximate that of their native 
island. With the aim of assisting a movement of 
which the possible effect might be to secure for the 
coast of the Northern Pacific so excellent a population, 
which at the same time would furnish hardy fishermen 
and superior seamen, and in compliance with asugges- 
tion of the State Department, I dispatched the Ports- 
mouth, carrying a committee selected by these Iceland- 
ers from their own number, to make a short recon- 
naissance of several points on the Alaskan coast. 
She sailed from San Francisco in the middle of Sep- 
tember, and has just returned with some of the com- 
mittee to that port. The latter expect to report imme- 
diately and at length to their countrymen, both in 
Iceland and in Canada, as well as in this country. 
From all the accounts which have been received I am 
of opinion that the report will be favorable, and that 
they will recommend an immediate emigration of some 
of their countrymen to our western coast, with a view 
to an extensive settlement in the near future. It may 
easily be that Alaska, however damp and cold, as com- 
pared with the greater portion of the United States, 
will gain by a comparison with the bleak jokuls and 
barren lava-beds of Iceland, and that the dryness of 
air and beight of temperature, which to the American 
appear necessary, may, to a native of that island, seem 
almost noxious. Incase, however, the Icelandic com- 
mittee should find Alaska not well adapted for coloni- 
zation by their countrymen, they cannot fail to find a 
suitable region upon the coast of Washington or of 
Oregon, or even of Northern California, where the 
climate is most favorable to agriculture, and affords as 
cool a summer and a winter by many degrees not so 
cold as those of Iceland. In either event, in the 
interest of our Navy and of commerce, I earnestly 
recommend, if the Icelandic committee shall find at 
any point on our Pacific coast a satisfactory location, 
that whatever assistance the Government is competent 
to extend toward establishing an Icelandic colony there, 
be promptly afforded. 

1 learn that efforts are making to attract'this incipient 
emigration elsewhere, ard it is understood that the 
clannishness of these hardy people will direct future 
emigration almost exclusively to the first well-estab- 
lished colony. It is not proper for me, in a report of 
this character, to urge the many material and _political 
advantages which must follow from the settlement of 
this part of our public domain by a people of this 
character, but such a result could not but be of value 
both to our national and cummercial marine. The 
laige choice of occupation offered within our territory, 
and the comparative hardships of a sea-faring. life, 


from obtaining a fair and desirable share of the most 
energetic and well educated elements of our popula- 
tion. As the Pacific coast shall become more thickly 
settled the valuable fishing-yrowuds which skirt por- 
tions of it will make extensive fisheries there; and 


combine to prevent our naval and merchant marine, 
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stances have developed a taste for sea-life, will, 
naturally, more than others, be attracted thither, and 





as the first great impetus which American commerce 
will receive is probably to take eftect on the Pacific 
and in the direction of the vast and newly awa 
empires of the East, a large demand for American 
sailors will be created upon that coast. 
I shall not discuss here the broader questions con- 
nected with this subject, but at least the existence on. 
our western coast of a settlement more or less extensive 
of these hardy, industrious, and orderly Icelanders, 
devoted to the sea and its various pursuits, trained to 
its dangers, and experienced in its trials, would be a 
valuable and fruitful source of supply to the naval ser- 
vice of trained American seamen in time of need. 
INTEROCEANIC SHIP-CANAL. 
In my last report I referred to the completion of the 
work intrusted to the expeditions organized under the 
authority of Congress for the survey of the several 
rottes for an_interoceanic ship-canal, thus ending the 
labors of my Department in this field, which had been 
strictly of examination and survey. 
The distinguished commission which you appointed 
for the examination and consideration of this subject, 
however, expressed to me, early in the present year, 
their wish that an opportunity be afforded for an ex- 
amination, by competent engineering officers, of the 
particular lines of survey at Nicaragua and Napipi, in 
order that the principal engineering difficulties might 
be considered, the feasibility of the work reported 
upon, and a general comparison of the two surveys 
made by officers passing over and considering both 
lines together. 
The Department entered heartily into the ideas of the 
commission. A vessel of war was detailed to convey 
the engineer officers selected to and from the location 
of the surveys to be examined, and to afford to them 
the necessary facilities for their work. F 
The officers of the Navy, lately in charge of these 
surveys, were directed to accompany the representa- 
tives of the commission over their tive routes, 
and to render to them every aid in an inspection of the 
difficulties for the execution of the work proposed. 
Invitations were tendered six prominent American 
civil engineers, of established reputation in this class 
of work, to accompany the parties of observation, and 
two gentlemen accepted, and were afforded every op- 
portunity for examining these lines of survey. The 
steamer detailed for the convenience of this party re- 
turned to the United States after an absence of three 
months, and it is believed every facility was afforded 
to a thorough examination of the canal-routes known 
as Nicaragua and Napipi, as had been requested by the 
commission. Their report is being prepared, and wi!! 
it is hoped, be ready to be printed in the appendix. 
THE TRANSIT OF VENUS. ’ 
It has been a part of the duty of this Department, un- 
der provisions of laws passed by Congress at its last 
three sessions, to organize expeditions for observing 
the transit of Venus, which occurs on December 8 of 
the present year. A plan of observation was very 
carefully matured by the commission created by Con- 
gress for that purpose in 1871, and the organization 
and arrangement of the parties were made to accord 
with that plan. The entire scientific corps of the ex- 
peditions, numbering forty-two in all, spent several 
weeks at the Naval Observatory last spring in prelimi- 
nary practice with the same instruments they were to 
use at the stations, thus becoming familiar with the 
difficult and delicate operations involved in the final 
observations. The five parties designed for the south- 
ern stations were embarked on the ship Swatara, Capt. 
Ralph Chandler, and sailed from New York June 8. 
So far as yet known the parties were all successfully 
landed at the selected stations, with the single excep- 
tion of that on the Crozet Islands. Here there is no 
anchorage, and the constant stormy weather which 
prevailed during the period which it was prudent for 
the ship to delay, prevented a landing. The possi- 
bility of this failure had been anticipated by the com- 
mission, and the Swatara had been directed to land 
the party at or near Melbourne, in the event of failure 
to land at the station first selected. 
The three northern parties were sent by the regular 
course of commercial conveyance to Nagasaki, which 
had been selected as one of the stations. The parties 
designed for Wladiwostok and Peking were taken 
thither from Nagasaki by naval ships. 
It not being prudent to attempt the return of all 
the southern parties by the Swatara, ‘the Mononga- 
hela was sent out from the Brazilian station to convey 
the party from Kerguelen Island to Rio Janeiro, 
whence they can return by regular lines of travel. 
HYDROGRAPHIC OFFICE. i : 

Permit me again to bring to your notice, and most 
earnestly recommend, that the Hydrographic Office, 
which is so important to the maritime interests of the 
country, should receive from Congress such support as 
may place it on a footing with the most important of 
such institutions abroad, and enable it to furnish toour 
naval and commercial marine the charts, books, and 
information required in the navigation of the waters of 
the globe. Before the establishment of the United 
States Hydrographic Office, the navigators of our own 
marine were almost entirely supplied from the hydro- 
graphic labors of England; their charts, books, ‘and 
nautical information were all imported, and this great 
commercial nation was dependent on a foreign coun- 
try forthe means of navigating its vessels and tracing 
their paths on the great deep. It is true that a few en- 
terprising individuals -had constructed and issued the 
most necessary charts, but these were insufficient, and 
soon proved that no private enterprise could be remu- 
nerated for the expense of such issues. | 

Since the establishment of the United States Hydro. 
1866, the commerce of this country, 
so far as our Own resources dre concerned; has been 
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either inherited proclivities or the force of circum- wholly dependent upon it for its hydrographic infor- 
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mation, for which there is a constant demand. It 
gratifies me to be able to state that the office has been 
equal te the emergency, that its has been rapid 
and most satisfactory, and that it has merited the con- 
fidence of our beards of trade, and of our commercial 
and naval marine. Much has been done, but much 
more isnecessary to be done. In its educated and ac- 
complished officers the Navy of the United States pos- 
seases the personnel for the performance of this and all 
other duties which can be required of the profession, 
but to carry the work to a successful teimination the 
means must be supplied. {t is evident that hydro- 
graphic work on shore and afloat is practically as use- 

and amy as any upon which the Navy can be 
employed in time of , but there is great need that 
the snpestense of this work should be more fully ap- 


At the date of my last annual report two vessels of 
the Navy, the Portsmouth and the Narragansett, were 
e on surveys in the Pacific Ocean. The work 
& ‘ormed by them has been most satisfactory. The 

ter was engaged in the survey of the coasts and Gulf 
of Lower California, the charts of which are now in 
course of publication. The Narragansett is now on 
her return to that coast to make a few important addi- 
tions to the survey. Owing to the want of a sufficient 
appropriation, it was found necessary to withdraw the 
Portsmouth from the survey. 

In the surveys of the great channels of commerce, 
this country, with the exception of a few isolated ex- 

tions, done tut little, and we have been in- 
ebted for our hy hic information almost en- 
tirely to the labors of England and France. The North 
c is in a measure considered an American 
ocean, and the accurate establishment of the innumer- 
able and comparatively unknown dangers becomes a 
yon duty of the nation claiming the preponderance 
these waters. The annual list of vessels lost (by 
statistics, numbering 1,465 in 1872) always contains a 
bei number whose fate is unknown, and there is great 
ability that many have been wrecked on dangers 

not at all shown or imperfectly located on charts. 
This applies especially to the Pacific. Serious errors 
are also known to exist in all charts of the coasts of the 
ve bordering the Gulf of Mexico and the Carib- 


A ronaing vee | of the gulf coast of Mexico has 
been made by the U. S. steamer Fortune, Lieutenant- 
Commander Green, under the supervision of the 
Bureau of Navigation, which has very materialiy 
changed the delineation of the coast as heretofore laid 
down, and has disclosed new and important shoals. 
This work should be,extended at least to the boundary 
of Brazil. At the present day our knowledge of the 
hydrography of many of the islands of the West Indies 
is very imperfect, and the correct positions of many 
of them by no means established with accuracy. An 
expedition for the determination of longitudes in the 
West Indies, by means of the electric cable, as stated 
in my report of last year, was organized by the Hydro- 
graphic Office under the Bureau of Navigation. Owing 
to adverse occurrences, this expedition was necessarily 
detained, but has recently left the United States under 
the command of Lieutenant-Commander Green, for the 
prosecution of this work. 

During the present year the United States steamer 
Tuscarora, Commander George E. Belknap, has been 
employed in taking deep-sea soundings in the North 
Pacific Ocean, for the purpose of ascertaining a prac- 
ticable route for a submarine cable between the United 
States and Japan. The northern and southern routes 
between these countries have been examined by run- 
ning lines of soundings. The line on the former route 
commenced at Cape Filattery, touched the Aleutian 
Islands, skirted the coasts of the Kuril Islands, and 
terminated at Yokohama, Japan. On the latter route 
the line commenced at San Diego, California, touched 
the Hawaiian and the Bonin Islands, and terminated 
also at Yokohama. Besides these lines of soundings 
others were run on and off shore between Cape Filat- 
tery and San Diego, for the purpose of determining the 
continential outline or the commencement of the ocean- 
bed proper. The reports of Commander Belknap have 
been received by the Bureau of Navigation, and col- 
lated at the Hydrographic Office, and are now in course 
of publication. 

‘or the prosecution of the survey in the Pacific 
Ocean I recommend that the appropriation be allowed 
in accordance with the estimates submitted the 
Bureau of ‘Navigation, and also that an appropriation 
be made for the construction of two three-masted 
schooners of 300 tons burden, with their equipment, 
including two steam-cutters, for the more economical 
and expeditious advancement of the survey. 

I must again ask your consideration of the necessity 
of a suitable building, which should be the property of 
the Government, for an Hydrographic Office; and, re- 
ferring to my former reports, repeat that I do not con- 
sider rented building at present occupied by this 
Office either suitable or safe without a considerable 
fire-proof addition. I, therefore, recommend that an 
appropriation be made for the purchase and fitting, or 
ea the construction, of a safe and secure building for 


purpose. 

For the various hydrographic work accomplished by 
this Office during the last fiscal year, I refer you to the 
report of the hydrographer to chief of the Bureau 
of Navigation. 

NAVY-YARDS. 


The subject of the condition and necessity of our 
Navy-yards and naval hospitals was carefully investi- 
during the 


mittee, a special resolution for that Prrpose, 
,Ww 


and their report, to be made to the Senate, w 

out doubt, contain much information and many valu- 

able and authoritative suggestions. In the mean time 

I beg to renew the recommendation made in my pre- 

vious annual reports in reference to the wih ipa 
pro- 


and, through you, o press upon ongress 


last summer, by the Senate Naval | an 


priety of increasing and developing their practical re- 
Tces. 


sou! 

In view of the great strides made by other naval 
powers, I am impelled thus to urge the imperative need 
of brin our naval workshops up to the highest state 
of efficiency. 4 

Mare Island.—At this Navy-yard, whose site, for all 
the requirements of a t navak station, is unsur- 

, the work of building a dry-dock capable of 
taking in the 1 t vessel in our Navy is progressing 
satisfactorily. e iron-working shop for construction 
is nearly completed. Our great naval interest in the 
Pacific are growing year by year, and I strongly urge 
the necessity of lideral appropriations for the purpose 
of developing this important naval arsenal. 

Pensacola.—In consequence of the unusually fatal 
epidemic which prevailed at this Navy-yard during the 
past summer, the rebuilding of the workshops has been 
somewhat retarded. The plans for commencing the 
construction of a dry-dock are in a state of forward- 
ness, An additional appropriaticn will be required to 
complete this important object. There is an absolute 
necessity that a wooden hospital should be built out- 
side the Navy-yard, and the site of the old hospital 
destroyed during the war is recommended. The pre- 
sent hospital is situated within the Navy-yard, and in 
the immediate vicinity of the quarters and the wcrk- 
shops; and occupied as it was, during the epidemic, 
with yellow fever patients, it assisted in scattering the 
seeds of disease throughout the yard. It should be 
torn down and a new hospital erected as suggested. 

An appropriation is also needed for the erection of 
suitable barracks for the marines of the station. It 
would be difficult to overstate the importance of this 
Navy-yard as a rendezvous and repairing-yard for our 
vessels of war in the event of complications in or near 
the Gulf of Mexico, the West Indies, or the Spanish 


main. 

League Island.—At League Island the special appro- 
priations voted by Congress for the purpose has been 
judiciously expended in removing to it material from 
the Philadelphia Navy-yard. The machine-shop and 
store-house for yards and docks is completed, and a 
part of the machinery is in operation. The great iron- 
working establishment is roofed, and can be finished 
ima short time, and the massive building for steam 
engineering is well under way. The successful erec- 
tion of these great buildings has conclusively estab- 
lished the fact that there is no difficulty in finding a 
secure foundation at moderate cost. 

I beg again to suggest that Congress cause the Phila- 
delphi: Navy-yard to be valued, and that the ascer- 
tained value in money be advanced to the Navy De- 
partment, with instructions to expend the amount thus 
appropriated within four years upon such improve- 
ments at League Island as shall warrant the abandon- 
ment of the old yard. The Treasury may then, by its 
sale, be re-imbursed for the sum advanced. 

New London.—At New London a building for equip- 
ment purposes, erected under the gpa made 
at the last session, is nearly finished, and the main 
wharf at the station is being extended. 

Little has been accomplished at any other of the 
Navy-yards on the Atlantic seaboard beyond the 
yey ry repairs to yard-buildings, wharves, and dry- 

ocks. - 

At Kittery nothing has been done further than was 
absolutely necessary to muintain the yard in its present 
admirable condition. 

At Boston the dry dock has been thoroughly re- 
paired, the wet basin cleaned out, and proper cribs 
built for retaining the timber. Various repairs have 
been made to the rope-walk and the other wharves, and 
the yard-buildings placed in as good condition as the 
appropriation would permit. 

At Norfolk, a station most favorably sitnated and 
most valuable in its adaptation for naval work at all 
seasons of the year, we have not been able to enter 
upon any large new work, Lut are progressing slowly 
with the gradual improvement of its large advantages, 
and its restoration to something like the condition it 
had before the late war. 

New York.—Past experience has domonstrated that 
the value of this Navy-yard in time of emergency can- 
not be overestimated. From its proximity to the great 
maritime city of the nation, skilled labor and all the 
vast resources of the country are brought to its gates, 
and the accumulation of naval stores, wharves, docks, 
and workshops of the cities of Brooklyn and New 
York are its immediate adjuncts. I trust that no legis- 
lation may ever interpose to change its unrivalled site 
orto diminish its present area. Partial repairs have 
been made tothe cob-dock, but for want of funds 
much has been left undone, to the great detriment of 
this important work. 

ORDNANCE. 

This Bureau has continued its experiments in the manufacture 
of powder, and has sufficiently settled the points of detail to 
make it desirable to increase our stock of this prime necessity 
of war, which had been allowed to fail quite low pending this 
investigation. An . yoo is recommended. 

The question of the substitution of rifled for smooth-bore 
cannon as the entire armament of our ships has also become of 
paramount importance since their universal adoption by other 
maritime powers. 

While the wnole subject was still immature, undergoing in- 
vestigation by other nations more vitally interested in the speedy 
solution wf the problems of breech or muzzle-loading, relations 
of calibre of gun to form and weight of projectiles and their 
charges, and method of rifliog, we wisely held aloof. But it has 
now passed the experimental stage, and all artillerists are con- 
vinced that the time to di the smooth-bore has come, 
details of the gun for further discussion. 
this Department does not propose entering into the 
of monster cannon, yet the manufacture of the 
required in the present day is an art requiring 
and trained skilled workmen. 

Ordnance is prepared with a system of arma- 
ments for our ships not inferior to that of any other power, 
whenever Congress shall authorize the necessary expenditure. 


TORPEDOES. 
Our circumstances do not require that we should take part in 








heavy 





the rivairy between monster cannon and impenetrable armor, 
since few of cur govt age accessible to ships carrying either ; 
end these may be defended by a the vessel below 


her armor by subaqueous cannon, movable and stationary 
to 


oes. 
he latter, which more uliarly pgertens to the land-ser- 
vice, being necessarily under cover of the guns of fortifications, 
recent experiments show cennot be relied upon to close the 
entrance of any of our important harbors. They must be sup- 
plemented by torpedo-boats operating by actual contact and by 
movable torpedoes, which can be directed from the shelter of 
the monitor turrets. 

Two to o-boats, the Jntrepid and Alarm, have been com- 
pleted, but not in season for the extended trials necessary fully 
to develop all their capabilities. 

The general professional opinion cf the Navy is that the offen- 
sive torpedo can also be most nay pastes from swift, 
inexpensive, unarmored vessels, some of which will escape the 
hostile guns, owing their safety to small size and rapid maneuvy- 


ng. 

The consideration of Congress is earnestly directed to this 
most important and economical means of naval warfare, which 
is at this time occupying the attention and commanding the 
interest of the scientific and civilized world. 


THE MARINE CORPS. 


The Commandant of the Marine Corps reports the discipline of 
that service as creditable alike to officers and men. During the 
year, in conformity with legislation, the strength of the Corps 
has been reduced five hundred men, but the Commandant is of 
the opinion that, in view of the number of ships, navy-yards, 
and magazines requiring guards, the present limited number is 
not sufficient for all the duties required of the corps. In regard 
to this gallant Corps, I am glad to say that ito usefulness asa 
part of the naval service has been well established by the active 
and honorable part it has always borne in the achievements of 
our Navy, and by the concurrent testimony of our most experi- 
enced and distinguished commanders. 


NAVAL-PENSION FUND. 


Statement of the number and yearly amount of pensions of the 
— on the rolls November 1, 1874, and the amount which was 
paid during the last fiscal year. 

Navy invalids on the rolls November 1, 1874, 1,601; Navy 

widows and others on the rolls Nov. 1, 1874, 1,814; total, 3,415. 

Yearly amount of pensions on the ro!ls Nov. 1, 874: Navy 
invalids, $171,350; Navy widows and others, $290,558; total, 


$461,908. 

Amount paid for pensions during the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1874: Navy invalids, — Navy widows and others, 
$367,511 04 ;itotal, $541,696 04. 


ESTIMATES AND EXPENDITURES. 


The appropriations applicable to the fiscai year ending June 
30, 1874, including the unexpended balance of the appropriations 
for the building of new sloops, and the special appropriations 
to re-imburse the Bureaus for their extraordinary expenditures 
during the threatened complications with Spain, amounted in 
the aggregate to $27,147,857.68. and the actual expenditures for 
the same period, to wit, from July 1, 1873, to June 30, 1874, from 
these appropriations, amounted to $26,254,155.82, or about $900,- 
900 less than the whole amount. The —o- made avail- 
able for the current year, commenced July 1, 1874, amount in 
the aggregate to $19,273,731.27. The amount of these«appropria- 
tions for the current year, drawn for the five months since July 
1. and up to the Ist of December, 1874, is $11,854,446.87, which, 
reduced by the amount refunded during the period, and that 
remaining in the hands of the paymasters and agents of the 
Government, will leave a little less than $9,000,000 as the sum 
actually expended from the current appropriations during the 
five working summer months of this year. A detailed account 
of the monthly expenditure of the Navy appropriations for the 
fiscal year 1873-74, and for the present year to December ], will 
be found in the appendix. 









ESTIMATES. 
Pay of officers and seamen of the Navy...... ....... $6,600,000 00 
Pay of civil establishment in navy-yards............. 215,000 00 
Ordnance and torpedo corps........ <, calvin tachi nae 624,431 00 
Coal, hemp, and equipments. ............-.seeeeeees 1,500,000 00 
Navigation, navigation supplies...................-. 117,500 00 
Hydrographic work...........--.-+.-+ sCnaabnemebe: Baie 111,300 00 
Naval observatory, nautical almanac, etc............ 52,000 00 
Repairs and preservation of vessels, etc............. 3,505,000 00 
Steam-machinery, tools, etC............0-0-eeeeeweees 2,000,000 00 
PECVD cocccde ess ccce Lwanidenkihe<eonansecsasipen 1,500,000 09 
I icine Aceinhane ns COAG AER EEE SO.Sa00 cn sons .  2€0,000 00 
Repairs of hospitals and laboratories... ............ 25,000 00 
Surgeons’ necessaries... ........seccecceeceee cece 40,000 00 
Contingent expenses of various departments and 
WOPRIID 000 ce ccecs .cosccccocecs ae 451,600 00 
Naval Academy........-. 142,817 40 
Support of Marine Corps......... . 1,098,196 25 


Naval Asylum, Philadelphia, etc. 
Maintenance of yards and docks.. 


$19,096,567 65 
These are alittle more than $150,000 less than the estimates 


for the same objects last yee, while the current repairs of the 
buildings, docks, and public works of various kinds at the 
several naval stations are estimated to require $1,791,500 in 
addition, making the whole amount of all the estimates aggre- 
gate somewhat larger than those of last year. ; 

In conclusion, I am glad to be able to report the fighting-force 
of our Navy in good and effective condition. During the last 
two years the whole fleet of our single-turreted monitors has 
been thoroughly overhauled and repaired, their sides raised up, 
their rotten wooden beams and decks replaced by iron, and their 
turret and machinery put in complete order, so that they are 
now efficient to their utmost capacity, and ready to Fe to sea at 
any time as soon as crews can be put on board and organized. 
These, with the Dictator and Roanoke, also in good order, make 
a fleet of sixteen iron-clads, powerful for any naval purpose 
which does not require long voyages, or great speed. Two 
powerful iron torpedo-vessels have also been completed, and are 
ready for service, fully equipped with this most powerful 
weapon of modern warfare. Four of our powerful 
double-turreted monitors, viz., the Zerror, the Miantonomah, 
the Monadnock, and the Amphitrite, (by far the most formidable 
vessels ever in our Navy,) are also now in hand undergoing 
repairs, and the plans are also being matured fur the repair of 
the Puritan, the only one of our efficient iron-clads which re- 
mains untouched. The eight new sloops specially authorized, 
and built entirely of live-oak or iron, are about ready to be 
added to our cruising-navy, and seven other of our vessels have 
been, or are being, thoroughly repaired with like durable 
material, and supplied with new and »mproved machinery, s0 as 
to be in all respects equal to new ships of their class. e shall 
thus have added, by the end of the year, fifteen new and active 
ships to our cruising-navy, to take the places of those vessels 
which are worn out and must be relieved. Most of our powerful 
wooden ships of the first class were also put in condition at the 
time of our threatened difficulties of last year, and are now in 
commission or in ordinary, ready for immediate service when 
needed. Thus all that there is of our Navy either is or will 
shortly be in the best state possible for vessels of the respective 
classes, and al! will continue to be effective for service, except 
those of our cruisers which, built hast:ly of green white-oak, are 
now rapidly reaching the limits of their sea-life, and are one by 
oxe falling out of the line of actiye duty. to be laid up or sold as 

4t for further service. ‘ : 

a coon by the rapia decay of our white-oak ships, the Depart- 
ment has required that all new wooden ships should be built, 
and ail our extensive repairs made, of live-oak, and has, for this 
purpose, and for the future necessities of the service, secured 
and accumulated a large quantity of this almost invaluable but 
rapidly-disappesring material in the various navy-yards, where 
it will be properly cared for and seasoned, for use as occasion 
uire. . 

™iTnis statement certainly shows our Navy to-day in a better 
condition of effective and permanent strength than it has been 

and when we understand that three years ago none of 
our now efficient ironclads, except the Dictator and the Terror, 
were fit for any service whatever, and that during that time we 
have, in addition to puiting them in repair, pract cally built fif- 
teen li-e-oak cruising-ships, and carried on also the necessary 
repairs to maintain the Navy afloat ; and that at that time there 
was scarcely a stick of live-oak timber in the Government yards, 
where now is gathered an adequate supply of this most valu- 


for years ; 





able and improving material; and when we remember that it 
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has been possible, under the direction of our skilled and racti- 
cal officers, eo to utilize the liberality of Congress, that this has 
been accomplished out of the comparatively small portion of the 
naval appropriations which it is possible to devote to the actual 
building and equipment of ships, we are justified in feeling some 
pride iu the prospect, that the American Navy will be able in 
the future, as in the past, to contribute its fair proportion to the 
strength, resources, and dignity of a powerful though peaceful 


nation. ss 
Gro. M. Rosgson, Secretary of the Navy. 


ULSTER OVERCOATS! 


How To Order. 


STATE COLOR—GREY, BLUE OR BROWN. 
HEIGHT, MEASURE AROUND BREAST AND WAIST, LENGTH 
OF SLEEVE. 
PRICE—$25.00, $30.00, $40.00, $50.00, $55.00. 
Our customers in the Weet pay no more than those in the 
East. 
We have but oNE PRICE, and our goods are sent C.0.D. 


G. W. SIMMONS & SON, 
Original Importers and Largest Manufacturers, 
OAK HALL, BOSTON. 


IF YOU WANT 


to purchase an elegant and durable GoLp watca, and 
make a handsome saving in money, buy the LADD 
PATENT WATCH CASE for your movement. They are 
made in Mansard, Flat and Dome shapes, to which we 
have this Fall added our new and beautiful BASCENE 
—in Gents’, Ladies’ and Boys’ sizes, Key and Stem 
Winders. 

For sale by dealers generally in all parts of the Country. 

N.B. All genuine first quality Ladd Patent Cases 
are stamped ‘‘G W L” inside the Cover, and date of 
patent under the bezel. 

Send for full descriptive circulars to the manufac- 
turers, J. A. Brown & Co., 11 Maiden Lane, New York. 








LAFLIN & RAND POWDER COMPANY. 
21 Park Row, New York. 

Sole proprietors and manufacturers of the celebrated ORANGE 
brand of GUN POWDER. Recommended and used by Captain 
A. H. Bogardus, the ‘‘ Champion Wing Shot of America.” 

Orange Lightning Powder. 

The strongest and cleanest Powder made. Nos.1tc7. Packed 
only in sealed one pound canisters. The coarser sizes especially 
are recommended to owners of fine breech loading guns, giving 
great penetration with very slight recoil. 

Orange Ducking Powder. 

For Water-fowl. Verystrongand clean. Nos.1to5. Packed 

in metal kegs of 634 lbs. each, and canisters of 1 and 5 pounds. 
Orange Rifle Powder. 

This celebrated brand of Powder is more extensively uscd 
than any other for both Rifles and ShotGuns. Sizes FG, FFG 
and FFFG. Packed in wood and metal kegs of 25, 124 and 614 
ibs., and in canisters of 1 Ib. 

Military Powder. 
Powder made by this Company is extensively 





The Milita 
used and highly approved by the U.S Government, and ex- 
clusively used by the Russian Government for their cartridges 
made in this country. 

MAMMOTH, CANNON, MORTAR, MUSKET and CART- 
RIDGE Powder made to any desired standard. Packed in wood 
or metal packages of 100 Ibs. or less. Blasting, Mining and Ship- 
ping Powder of all grades and sizes packed in wood or metal 

egs of 25 lbs. 

Great care is taken in packing and casing Powder for export. 
Also, Manufacturers and Proprietors of the Smith Electric Ma- 
chine for exploding mines, sub-marine blasts, etc. 

Address P.O. Box 2308, N. Y. 


Ww O. LINTHICUM, 174 Firth Avenup, N. Y. 
* MERCHANT TAILOR & REPORTER OF FASHIONS. 


From the Army and Navy Journal of Jan. 31, 1874. 

An enthusiasm for one’s business or profession is not only 
admirable in itself but is the chief element of success, and it is 
that has given Mr. W. O. Linthicum, of 174 Fifth avenue, New 
York, the distinction among tailors which secured for him the 
atronuge of the Duke Alexis, as chief among his class. There 
8 no college of tailors that we know of ; if there were one Mr. 
Linthicum wonld, we doubt not, be chosen by acclamation to the 
presidency, or the chief professorship ; for he is not only a good 
tailor himself, but is the cause of good tailoring in others, bein 
the author of original systems for cutting published in boo 
form, the editor of “ Linthicum’s Journal of New York Fash- 
ions,’ and the publisher of a great variety of patterns for coats, 
pants, and vests, which are furnished cut to measure or other- 
wise at a moderate price. —_ with these officers at a dis- 
tance from New York can make sure, wherever they are, of 
taving their clothes made according to the most approved New 

ork cut. 

“ Exposition Universelle de 186% a Paris Le Jury International 
decerne une mention honorable a W. O. Lintricum (New York Etats 
Unis.) Agriculture et Industrie. Groupe IV. Class 35. Vetements. 
Paris, le ler Juillet 1867. Le Conseiller a’ Etat, Commissaire General 
45 ies, Ls Ministre Vice President de la Commission Imperiale. 
Ow “” 














Ww. CONARD, (late Chief of Paymaster’s Divisior 
4th Auditor’s Office,) 
Accountant and Claim Agent. 
NAVAL CLAIMS A SPECIALTY. 


Prize Money, Bounty, Pensions, Back Pay, etc. 


All kinds of business promptly attended to for moderate 
eaarges.—P. O. Box 612. 
Office, 1427 F Street, Washington, D. C. 


[PORTANT TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS 


Great Reduction of Terms in the Celebrated 
Academy of the Visitation 
At Mount de Chantral, near Wheeling, Ww. Va. 
Board and Tuition in the entire English and French Course 
Bed and Bedding, Washing and Mending, Lights an 
Pati, Stationery and Doctor’s Fees, per annum........ 
OD NR: ST Mico csccccss coccesessesse 05028s0 48 
_ven more favorable terms may be made, where two or more 
sisterss.multuneously attend theschool. For further particulars, 
&pply for the Prospectus of the Academy. 
‘ REFERENCES BY SPECIAL AGREEMENT. 
#eneral Sherman, U. 8. Army, and lady, Washington, D.C. ; 
Gamiral Dayid D. Porter, U. 8. N., Washington, D. C. ; Major- 
neral G. G. Meade, U.S. srmy, Philadelphia ; General George, 
eykes, U.S. pane ; Brigadier-General I. N. Paimer, U. 8. Army, 
Neb. ; adier-General L. P. Graham, U. 8. Arm 





ugton : General S. D. Sturges, U. 8. 


ier-General Wm. M. Graham, U.S. Army ; Mrs. Admiral 
pale, Wasb . D.C: Ge ” 


$200 | militia force of the United States, organized and un- 





ANTED—BY A FIRST LIEUTENANT OF '67 (INFAN 
TRY]—A transfer to the Artillery. An extraordinary 
inducement will be offered. 
Addrsss Exchange, care ARMY AND Navy JOURNAL. 
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REPORT OF THE SURGEON-GENERAL. 


HE report of Surgeon-General Barnzs, U. 8. A., 
for the year ending June 30, 1874, has many in- 
teresting points, worthy of attention, as compared with 
the medical reports of other armies. It appears that 
the average yearly loss of our Army during the past 
five years, by deaths and discharges for disability, 
has been forty-seven per thousand of mean strength, 
while that of the British army, for the ten years 
from 1860 to 1870 was only forty-three per thousand, 
including the troops serving in India and the 
colonies. In this comparison the average Joss of the 
colored troops exceeded that of the whites, being 
filty-two to forty-seven for the five years. The past 
year has however turned the scale, leaving the 
whites at forty-seven, the colored troops at thirty- 
nine per thousand. The mortality and discharges in 
consequence of wounds and injuries in our Army is 
also largely in excess of that in England, being as 
five to one. Compared with India it is as five to 
two and athird. The ratio of homicides is perfectly 
frightful as compared with England, being no less 
than eighty-three to two, per hundred thousand with 
the whites, and two hundred and fifty-four in 
the same number among the colored troops. 
Even in the Indian service, the English homi- 
cides have only averaged five in the same 
number of men. In the number of suicides 
our white troops are also in excess of the English 
army, as sixty-three to forty-six. The colored troops 
only report twenty-six in the same number, and none 
during the past year. 

The average of deaths from accidental drowning 
contrasts with equal force, being one hundred to 
twenty-eight compared with England, to forty com- 
vared with India. The colored troops have the 
advantage here, having only twenty-nine cases per 
hundred thousand. 

These figures, thus contrasted, show that our 
Army is in a very unsatisfactory state. Exclusive of 
Indian troubles, they point to a degree of discomfort 
and turbulence not to be passed over lightiy. Our 
troops receive about double the pay and allowances 
of the English soldiers, and yet commit many more 
murders and are oftener driven to suicide, while their 
physical education (as revealed by the number of 
deaths from drowning) seems to be inferior. That 
the discontent and discomfort exist, is proven by the 
appalling statistics of desertion, frequently quoted 
in our columns. How to stop this state of things 
and ameliorate the condition of our rank and file is a 
problem worthy of grave attention. Our own im- 
pression is, that by the localising of regimental 
depots, so as to keep a check upon worthless recruits, 
by a full knowledge of their residences and families, 
a more responsible class of men may be secured. 
These men secured, they should be more kindly 
treated, as being better worthy of kindness. Were 
ultimate promotion to commissions then opened to 
the deserving, we might have a model Army in afew 
years. A similar system has made our Signal Service 
a model to the world, and might, with a little good 
will, be extended to the whole American Army. 








Tue Army Register for 1875, just out, records no 
remarkable changes from that of last year. The 
general officers remain the same, and the most 
noticeable change in the Corps of Engineers is the 
transfer of General CuLLuMm to the retired list, 
and the promotions consequent on this and the death 
of General Foster, already noticed in the JourNAL. 
A feature of interest this year, is a table inserted at 
the end of the volume, giving an ‘abstract of the 


organized, according to the latest returns received at 
the office of the Adjutant-General.” This table for 
the present yeer is mainly remarkable for its 
omissions, and a foot note informs us that this is 
owing entirely to the remissness of the State and 
Territorial authorities, who have neglected to send 








SS 

Hampshire, Virginia, West Virginia, Delaware, 
Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Nebraska and Nevada have sent no 
returns. Illinois, Kansas, end Indiana report “no 
organizations.” The total number of men available 
for military duty in the Unitec States outside of 
Missouri (where there is no enrolment) is three and a 
half millions, of which on paper 153,320 appear as 
“organized.” In this, however, there is a clear 
mistake, inasmuch as Texas is credited ‘with no less 
than 74,593 of the number, “unorganized strength 
not reported.” We have on our table the last report 
of the Adjutant-General of Texas, in which the 
total uniformed force of the State is put at just ten 
companies, and a moving appeal is made to the State 
Legislature to organize enough men to keep off the 
Mexicans and Indians. Clearly the 74,593 of Texas 
cannot be counted as “organized.” New York isthe 
next on the list, with a nominal force of 24,357, and 
South Carolina follows with 8,528. What this latter 
force amounts to, Governor Mosgs and his riots and 
troubles have recently shown us. Pennsylvania has 
a force on paper of 9,039, but outside of Philadelphia 
this force is almosta myth. The only thoroughly 
honest reports are those of Connecticut, New Jersey, 
and Massachusetts, with 11,169 men all told. New 
York State really does not poseess more than the 
equal of this force, fully armed, uniformed, and 
equipped; and thus the whole militia force of the 
United States really dwindles to less than 30,000 
effective men, or one per cent. of the numbers ayail- 
able for duty. We hope this exhibit may open the 
eyes of Congress to enact at last a real militia law, 
that will not deceive us, as we were deceived in 1861, 
by delusive reports of numbers of organized troops 
that only exist on paper. 

THE recent Circular in regard to Naval officers wear- 
ing gold lace down the seams of their trousers when in 
full dress is one that we trust will not go into effect 
in the United States, for the reason that it is pot in 
keeping with public sentiment for officers to appear 
covered with gold lace. That this order was brought 
about by those who are desirous of parading them- 
selves before the public in a showy tawdry uniform 
is only too obvious; but we take it that the majority 
of officers would prefer dispensing with this useless 
change of uniform, involving expense and benefiting 
no one excepting the manufacturers of gold lace. 
If any alteration is to he made, why not dispense 
with the shoulder straps on officers’ coats, as the lace 
on the sleeves indicates the rank? The straps were 
intended to show the assimilated rank of officers 
with the Army, but now that the uniform of the 
latter has been changed, the wearing of straps by 
Navy officers no longer shows the object for which 
they were introduced. 











THE experimeuts at Sandy Hoox with the eight 
inch converted rifle have been somewhat delayed by 
a cargo of projectiles going astray. Last week, how- 
ever, firing was resumed, and at the present writing, 
some four hundred rounds have been fired with 
battering charges. So far the gun has exhibited no 
evidenees of weakness, and it is thought that a record 
of five hundred rounds will be reached by Wednes- 
aay of next week. 








Le Gaulois, treating of the proposal to establish a 
new medal of honor, suggests the following as a new 
decree to be issued with respect to the Legion of 
Honor: “Art. 1. Every Frenchman of twenty-one 
years of age shall be decorated; Art. 2. His duty is 
to wear the decoration; Art. 3. Every Frenchman 
who shall not wear his cross shall be forthwith 
apprehended and shut up at Charenton.” The 
writer promises great success to the government that 
shall issue such a decree; he guarantees it an exis- 
tence of at least twenty-two years. The jew d’esprit 
is not original, however, as it was long ago suggested 
that the highest honor in the form of a decoration 
should be at once conferred on all Frenchmen 
ambitious of such distinction. 








Tne Transit Commission have received a telegram 
from Greenwich, through the Smithsonian Institution, 
stating that detailed telegrams of telescopic and micro- 
metrical observations near Cairo and Suez, and of 
hotographic observations at Thebes of the transit of 
enus, have been received. All were perfectly suc- 
cessful. A dispatch from Nagas:ki, Japan, 9, 
via London, says: The observations of the transit of 








in the returns, though repeatedly written to, New] 


t+) 
Venus at this point have been completely successful., 
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THE NAVY. 





of officers or vessels. 


VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. Collins, 

Tue Wachusett put in at Newport on her way to | duct the explorations and surveys, has been in 
Washington attending to the final details. With him 
will be associated Lieutenant J. G. Eaton, J. T. 
Sullivan, E. W. Very, and 8. C. Paine, as assistants, 
and Dr. J. F. Brausford, now of the mis klyn, as 
‘ ‘ ' -_,| medical officer. The party will proceed to Aspin- 
Tae resignation of Lieut. Morgan makes a third wall, and there be met a the Cinieiadigiats, or other 
vacancy inthe Marine Corps. As the officers of this | suitable vessel, which will convey them to the mouth 
branch of the service will soon be recruited from | 4¢ the Atrato river, and furnish them transportation 
uates of West Point or Annapolis, civil appli-|1,y steam launch and cutters up that stream to one 

of its branches, the Napipi, where the work will 
will then leave them; and return 


Boston to repair boilers. 

Tue Narragansett is at present in the vicinity of 
La Paz, engaged im surveying, and will be in the 
Gulf of California for some time. 


cants will have but few more chances. 


Mason Grorce R. Grawam has been ordered to | begin. 
commend the Marine Barracks at Portsmouth, N. H., | about the middle of April to bring them back. The 
vice Captain P. R. Fendall, ordered to the European | object of the expedition is to make a more complete 
station. Capt. James Forney’s orders to the Colorado| and careful survey of the Napipi canal route than 
have been revoked. tue limited time already spent ou it has rendered 

Tue Saranac has returned to San Francisco from | possible. 
her cruise on the coast of Mexico. Affairsin the|the Atrato to the Pacific, 
vicinity of La Paz are reported in a sound and satis- | elaborat-ly reconnoitered to secure the most favor- 
factory condition. The country is tranquil, and the | able profile. 
military authorities are using their efforts to protect | dam, and the location of that and the extent of the 
basin it will cause to be ovirflowed, will be carefully 

es, The visit of the Saranac has been most bene- | investigated. Borings will be frequently made to 
ficial. She spent some time at Mazatlan Guaymas |the depth of the required excavation, to ascertain 
and La Paz. the character of the sub soil and underlying strata. 
The streams relied upon to feed the canal will be 
auged, and observations ma 
aily rainfall and other meteorological inci- 
denta. The party will go well supplied with “ Darien 
rations,” and all the instruments necessary for the 
accomplishment of their work scientifically. They 
will take but few men from the Canandaigua, and 
rely mainly upon the natives of the Atrato valley for 
f. W. W. Hendrickson, of the departments of laborers, thus reducing their demands for commis- 
sary stores and field equipage, and consequent trans- 

portation, as the true Isthmian is not p 
* needs but little here below.” Lieutenant Collins has 
been a member of all the Darien Expeditions occur- 
me within the last ae years, — > eminently quali- 
: ‘ ed for the important duty which has been contided 

Tue Vallejo (Cal.) Chronicle, of Nov. 30, announ-|+, him. The yaaa arto. is a marked compliment 
ces that in accordance with the appropriation Of| +, him, and hardly less so to the younger element of 
$250,000 by the last Congress for the rebuilding of| +1. Navy which he represents 
the iron-clad Monadnock, she will be rebuilt in| sccompan P 
Vallejo, and that it will require about two years’ pany 

y a safe and s 


the rights and interests of the American mining com- 


HEREAFTER the academic year at Annapolis will 


commence September 20th and end June 20th. This | © efully 
mine the 


will materially abridge the practice cruises, and the 
summer leaves of absence of the faculty. Comdr. 
N. H. Farquhar will relieve Comdr. S. D. Greene of 
his duties in charge of grounds, and the latter be as- 
signed to the command of the Juniata in the Euro- 

an squadron. Commander W. T. Sampson and 


Physics and Mathematics, are making a tour of the 
Northern universities and colleges, in search of new 
ideas in educational matters, Paymaster J. D. 
Murray and family will ‘sail for Europe from Phila- 
delphia early in January. 


time to complete the job, giving employment toa large 
force of men. Theship, as she is now, will be entirely 
broken up, and in place of the present wooden hull she 
ig to have an iron hull. Her modelisto be sharper 
forward and aft, but her beam will be made fifty-six 
feet, six feet wider than now, so that her displacement 
will be the same; her length, 250 feet, will not be 
altered. Her armor-plates will be used in the recon- 
struction, but another outside plate of three inches will 
be added, giving her eight inches of armor. 


Navy, to the amount thus used.” The estimates for 

clerical force and contingent of Bureau amounts to 

$13,760 ; for the yards (civil employces) $57,300.00 ; 
The Editor invites for thisdepartment of the Jounnat all facts | construction avd repair $3, 500,000 ; protection of 

ef interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movement | tinyber lands $5,000. 

PREPARATIONS for the new Darien Expedition are 

being at forwarded. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 


DEcEMBER 10.—Lieutenant Geo. E. Ide, to the Hydrographic 
ce. . 
Passed Assistant Surgeon H. N. Beaumont, to the Navy-yard, 


OrriciaL reports of the performance of the | Philadelphia 


machinery on board tbe U. 8S. 8. Swatara—which are 
Tasmania, October ist. She steams easily 11 1-2 
knots per hour with 4-5ths of her boiler power, with 


horse power per hour, her greatest speed having 
been 12 knots. This performance, which has been 


the question of the economy—at Jeast—of the naval 


Gunner George L. Albro, to the Powhatan. 
DecEMBER 11.—Captain Andrew W. Johnson, to command the 


of the compound type—have been received at the | Roanoke, at New York, on the 3ist inst. 
Navy Department. The ship was at Hobart Town, | , — 


the very small consumption of 2.03 lbs. of coal per bee hab Fa in the South 
DECEMBER 14.— 


hatan, and on arrival on the Euro: 


compound engines. The machinery was reported to | on that station. 


work very smoothly with no heated bearings, etc. 


engine, may yet be obtained from the machinery of 
this vessel.” 


Bureau of Construction and Repair, in his anrual 
report to the Secretary of the Navy, transmits the 
estimates of expenditures of the Bureau and adds: 
“The work upon the repairs of the iron-clads and 
vessels requiring large expenditures has progressed 
with as much despatch, as the appropriation would 
allow, and is well advanced upon those not yet com- 

leted. Of the Quinnebaug and class, the Swatara 

as been completed, and is on a cruise; the Marion 
and Vandalia are receiving their machinery, and the 
Galen, Quinnebaug, Mohican, and Nipsic are nearly 
ready for launching. Of the eight sloops authorized 
by act of Congress, six have been launched, and are 
receiving their machinery, the seventh will be 
launchea very soon; the eighth is well advanced, 
and will be launched as soon as her macbinery is 
ready to be put on board. No work has yet been 
done to the Puritan, owing ‘to the’-want of funds, 
but a design is being prepared to make that vessel 
a powerful iron-clad, with a high rate of speed, to be 


armed with four 10 inch rifled guns and to be heavily |) 


plated. The only vessels adapted to. the service, re- 
ey by act of Congress to be turned over to the 

es of New York, Boston, Baltimore and San 
Francisco for nautical schools of instruction, are 
sailing vessels of war which have required extensive 





repairs, 

vessel, and as that expenditure’ was not ided fc 
inthe eutimintens abyd soaisisin Bobet “be thade 
reimburse the annual expenditures of repairs, for the 


dered 


a 





Ag mp mw ham ty feasting bas boon, Gateshead. ion the pat. 
SHIE j c y Rear- Almy, and ordered to spec uty as one o 
Cuier Constructor I. Hanscom, Chief of the the suite of the King of the Hawaiian Islands, 
DEcEMBER 10.—Commander 
mand of the Juniata, 
relief, and ordered to return home and re 
Commander 8. Dana Greene, from the 
te command the Jun 
Lieutenant Wm. J. Barnett, from 
ordered to yd 
. Surgeon Charles 
and ordered to return home and r 
Passed Assistant Sur; 
Philadel phia, and orde 
Assistant Surgeon E. T. Derr, from the 


s 


to the Monocacy. 
. Assistant Sur, 


and ordered to t 
Acting Assistant 8 
a laced on wait 
oS aner 0. C. Neil, 


mouth, and 
a a 
ed ‘A 


, Asiatic Sta 
gn W. H. E. Masser, from the Powhatan, and ordered to 


Ensign 

the Wachusett. 
Assistan' 
en on 


yard, Pensacol: 
neer of the Nor 


Chief neer J. B. Kimbal 


ders, 


Static 


Lieutenant Frederick 
8. Navy, who has been selected to con- 


The ship 


A careful line of levels will be run from 

and the country be 

mas, at Mazat! 
0. 


It is proposed to cross the Napipi by a 


Good wishes will 
the young explorers, and many hopes for 


peed 


NAVY GAZETTE. 











Assistant Paymaster John R. Carmody, to the Monoca- 
er of 26th inet. from San Francisco. 
. Seabury, to temporary duty con- 
nected with the survey of the Iethmus of Darien, and on_the re- 
to Aspinwall to proceed te Panama 


Asiatic Station, per steam 
">eceunEn 12.—Ensign Sam 


eutenant Wm. A. Morgan, to the Navy-yard, 


ston. 

7 . Chief Engineer Louis J. Allen, to the Navy-yard, Pensacola, 

very accurately determined, would seem to decide | Fia. #3 
Ensign John Downes, to temporary duty on board the Pow- 

pean Station to report for duty 


—- Surgeon 8. A. Brown, to the Ngval Hospital, Phil- 


Passed Assistant Engineer John W. Gardner states: = 


elphia. 
‘ ~ : DEcEMBER 16.—Carpenter Peter T. Ward, to the Navy-yard, 
* I believe the best results claimed for the compound | Norfolk. 


Daniel L. Braine, from the com- 
Station, on the reporting of his 


aval Academy, and or- 
Enropean Station. 


Owen, from the Navy-yard, 
Hartford, and ordered 
C. G. Herndon, from the receiving ship Ohio, 
, T. Percy, from the Canandai- 


from the Powhatan, and ordered to the re- 

ceiving ship New Hampshire, at Norfolk, Va. 
DECEMBER i1.—Lieutenant J. Drake, from the Ports- 
ordered to the School Ship Jamestown, at 


Redfield, from the Mo- 
o return home and report 


it Engineer S, A. wn has repo: 
been detached _—— the Kansas on the 1 


pers | ers. 
DEcEMBER 12.- Chief Engineer Wm. J. Lamdin, from the Navy- 
ered to the Pensacola, and as fleet engi- 


1, from the Pensacola, and as fleet 
engineer of the North Pacific Station, and placed on waiting or- 


DECEMBER 14.— tenant B.S, Richards, from the receivin 
The cost will be quite $50,0C0 to each |, in Teienendeneaand ordered to duty on the North  Pacite 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE GRANTED. 
To Lieutenant Theodore T. Wood for three months. 
LEAVE EXTENDED. 
The leave granted to Passed Assistant Engineer John Q. Barton 
been extended six months. Q 
REVOKED. 


The orders of Ensign Albert A. Crandell to the Brooklyn, and 
res: tion accepted, to take effect June 25, 1875. 

e orders of Midshipman John Farnsworth to the Brooklyn, 
and ordered to temporary duty at the Hydrographic Office. 


PLACED ON RETIRED LIST. 
Captain R. T. Renshaw, from December 10, 1874. 
DISMISSED. 

Assistant Engineer Wm. E. Sibley. 

RESIGNED. 
Passed Assistant Engineer Clelane Lindsley. 

SUSPENDED. 
The orders of Commander S. L. Breese to command the Ossi- 


pee until that vessel arrives in one of our ports. 


LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported to 
the Surgeon-General, for the week ending December 16, 1874 : 


James Matthews, baker, November 23, U. S. steamer Wachu- 


sett, Key West. 


Thomas Livsey, marine, November 27, Naval Hospital, Phila- 


elphia. 
William ie, landsman, November 15, U. 8S, steamer Sara- 
an, Mexico, 

hn J. Brown, landsman, November 16, U. S. steamer Con- 


gress, at Naples, Italy. 








CHANGES IN THE MARINE CORPS. 


The following are the changes in the officers of the Marine 
Corps since last memoranda, viz. : 
First Lieutenant Bradford, on the th inst. ordered by the Sec- 


retary of the Navy, upon being relieved by Lieutenant Wain. 


wright to report to Major Broome, commanding marines at 
Brooklyn, N. Y., for duty. 

Second Lieutenant S.C. Webster, granted thirty days’ leave 
from December 22. 

Second Lieutenant R. D. Wainwright, detached on the 8th inst. 
from Marine Barracke, Brooklyn, N. Y., and ordered to relieve 
Lieutenant E. D. Bradford, commanding marines, of the U. S. 
steamer Plymouth. 

Captain Charles Heywood, U S. Marine Corps, on the 8th inst. 
ordered by the Secretary of the Navy to proceed to Norfolk, Va., 
and report to the commandant of that station as the officer de- 
tailed to command the marines of the U.S. steamer Brooklyn, 
and to relieve Captain N. 8S. Nokes as senior fleet marine officer, 
South Atlantic Squadron. 








GALLANT CONDUCT OF A SEAMAN. 


U. 8. 8S. NARRAGANSETT, 38RD Rate, / 
NAvY-YARD, MARE Isuanp, Nov. 24, 1874.  j 


Rear-Admiral John Rodgers, Commanding Navy-yard, Mare 
Island. 


Sm: It becomes my agreeable duty to bring to 
your notice the gallant conduct of Thos. Lakin, 
seaman of this ship, who twice to-day jumped over- 
board at the risk of his life to save two of his ship- 
mates from drowning. Once at about seven o'clock, 
this morning,when John Kellogg, landsman, in a fit of 
insanity, threw himself overboard, on which occas‘on 
Spiro Juan, seaman, and William Allwright, ordinary 
seaman, also jumped overboard to assist in the 
rescue; and again this evening, when Bart Gavnor, 
ordinary seaman extra, fell from the lower boom 
and must have drowned had not Lakin jumped 
overboard and supported him until a boat could 
pick him up. 
On this last occasion the tide was running at the 
rate of four knots an hour and notbing but the 
greatest bravery and colness on Lakin’s part could 
have made the effort successful. 
I respectfully request that he be recommended to 
the honorable Secretary for a medal of honor. 
Very respectfully, etc., 

GrorGE Dewey, Commmander. 


CoMMANDANT’S OFFICE, NAVY-YARD, / 
Mane Iszanp, Nov. 25, 1874. \ 


Respectfully forwarded to the Navy Department, 
and I have taken the liberty of appending a slip 
from a newspaper referring to this case. 

Joun RopeErs, Commandant. 


A BRAVE ACT. 


Yesterday morning one of the men on_ board the Narragansett 
fell overboard. It was slack-water at the time and a number of 
his companions jumped in and rescued him. In the afternoon 
the same man(%) who is slightly out of his head, fell into the 
bay again, when the tide was running with great velocity, and 

from sight instantly. He would have drowned cer- 
tainly had not one of his companions named Lakin, lea ed to 
his rescne with a rope. He too disappeared under water, but he 
found his man and kept his rope on him until they were both 
hauled on board. The undertaking was extremely hazardous, 
and not one in five hundred would have attempt it. 








BUREAU OF NAVIGATION. 


Navy DEPARTMENT,, / 
Bureau or Navication, Oct. 25, 1874. § 


Hon. Geo. M. Robeson, Secretary of the Navy: 

Sm: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
Bureau of Navigation for the past year, together with estimates 
for its support, and for the expenditures that will probably be 
required in that division of the naval service committed to its 


harge, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1876. 
i eeded in this report, and transmitted herewith, are the 


reports and estimates of the several offices under its cogni- 


zance. 
NAVIGATION. 


, in the report of the Superintendent of Com- 
mS, the tecent improvements in the Navy liquid com- 
pass. tested and stimulated by the system of compass inspec- 
tions inaugurated during the past year, promise to leave little to 
be desired, as to the future usefulness of this important mstru- 
ment. The Bureau is so well satisfied of the superiority of these 
compasses, in accuracy and usefulness, over every form of dry 
compass. that the proper steps have already been taken to dis- 

ge of the stock of dry compasses formerly in use, retaining a 
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that may arise, like that of a deficient supply of the liquid com- | 
passes at a particular juncture. | 

Improved metallic binnacles are being substituted for those 

now in use. 

The compass stations in the vicinity of several of our Navy- 
ards, employed for some time past in forming deviation tables, 
y “swinging ship,” before proceeding to sea, are believed to be 
of comparatively little practical utility; partly, from the too 
close proximity in general of the objects available for the method 
of long distance observations, and partly from their incon- 
yenient use in some cases with any considerable sea. More 
recent experience has demonstrated, that the necessary observa- 
tions for tables of compass deviations may be more conveniently, | 
as well as more accurately made in the immediate vicinity of the 
ordinary mooring places of our ships-of-war, by the methods of 
reciprocal bearings and celestial azimuths, and even after getting 
to sea with greater general accuracy and less labor by the latter 
method. It is deemed inexpedient to keep up these stations, 
mostly at considerable expense, with the exception of those in 
Hampton Roads and near Mare Island. 

That in the Delaware river has long since been abandoned, on 
account of the very serious difficulty in maintaining the buoys 
against the running ice of the winter. At the other stations it 
is proposed to retain only the centre buoy for any special occa- 
sion that it may be found expedient to resort tothem. Practical 
instructions for this class of observations, prepared by Professor 
Greene, and now in press, will soon be issued, giving full details 
in relation to the different methors, that may be advantageously 
employed ; and the general consideration of this subject, includ- 
- that of the magnetism of ships, it is expected will soon 

‘ollow. 
RYDROGRAPHY. 


Your attention is invited to the report of the hydrographer, 
and a favorable consideration of the estimates submitted for 
hydrographic work. 

The charts already published, or in progress; the data collated, 
and the partial surveys and examinations of dangers, suggested, 
in general by the hydrographer, are of great “utility to our com- 
merce and to that of other nations. 

It is almost superfluous to say that expenditures considerable 
in amount are necessary to begin extensive surveys, and that 
continued gare are required to keep them in progress. 
The want of them has made it necessary for the department to 
turn over the Portsmouth to strictly naval duty. Re is respect- 
fully suggested that the purchase and outfit of two schooners, 
to act in concert with the Narragansett, will do much to increase 
results in the eontinued survey of the North Pacific Ocean. 
The advantage of several vessels co-operating on a running or 
ordinary survey, is well known and agpreciated by all surveyors, 
affording, as they do, points for making observations upon, and 
making the aggregate results far greater than can be obtained by 
the veesels acting singly. 

The Fortune, already fitted for the work, is ready to leave to 
make partial surveys in the West Indies, and during the past year 
has completed a running eurvey of the eastern coast of Mexico 
from Yucatan to the Coatzocoalcos, and off shore soundings to 
the mouth of the Rio Grande, our boundary line. 

The Wasp has been usefully employed surveying in the mouth 

of the Rio de la Plata, and other naval vessels have performed 
similar service in various parts of the world. 
.. The proceeds from sales of charts and sailing directions pub- 
lished by the Hydrographic office, revert to the Treasury under 
he law, making to some extent the appropriations asked for 
rather nominal than real. The more they supply the public 
want, the less they will cost the country, although apparently 
the reverse, 

The deep sea soundings of the Tuscarora, as directed to be 
made by the department, are now completed. 

Acting under instructions, this Bureau made the necessary 

rovisions for sounding with steel wire, and in the event of 
ailing with it, for sounding with hemp line. Aided by the 
advice and assistarce of Sir Wm. Thomson of Glasgow, a fair 
commencement with wire was obtained; the attention and 
ability of Commander Belknap made the work entirely success- 
ful, through snch modifications of the appliances as were found 
to be necessary. 

These modifications are detailed in his reports. The advan- 
tages of steel wire over hemp line in deep sea soundings are as 
follows: the small amount of weight and space required for the 
apparatus ; the large relative weight ef the sinker as compared 
with the line empleyed ; the very little surface friction of wire 
in its descent as compared with hemp line; the fact that miles 
of wire have very little “ stretch”’ on ordinary tension, and hemp 
line a great deal, making the indications of a dynamometer com- 
paratively uncertain with hemp live; as consequences, the rela- 
tive rapidity of descent and recovery of the wire with small 
labor ; the ease with which wire is preserved from deterioration 
as compared with hemp line, and its small cost, combined with 
the unerring certainty of result. 

These advantages enable a vessel of war to carry a sounding 
apparatus, without interfering in any degree with her other pur- 
poses, and to sound at such times as may e desired, or as 
— by instructions. 

This Bureau has now nine sets of apparatus available, which 
will be employed as the department may direct. 

The results of the recent soundings in the Pacific Ocean are 
very gratifying ; they have demonsttated that, with an apparatus 
having a dynamometer to indicate the moment of strikin 
bottom ; with steel wire, and properly constructed specimen, ona 
sioker-detaching appliances, the problem of measuring the exact 
depths of bo gee oceans, and bringing up parts of the soil 
from their beds, may now be regarded as Lolved. 

All bottom specimens collected during the sounding cruise of 
the Tuscarora have been turned over to the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion for microscopic examination. 

_ The inter-oceanic surveys of the Isthmus of Darien, and 
south of the Altrato to the Napipi and Dogenado rivers, and in 
Nicaragua, have been satisfactorily carried out. As you were 
pleased to assign them in part for instructions to this Bureau, it 

ecomes its duly to report its high appreciation of the difficulties 
attending the surveys, especially of the Napipi route, and the 
satisfactory manner in which all engaged performed their duties. 

Phe able reports require only to be read to settle the great ques- 
tion of the feasibility of the construction of an inter-oceanic 
ship canal, regarded wholly in a commercial point of view. 

NAVAL OBSERVATORY. 

_The report of the Superintendent of the Naval Observatory 
gives the work in progress, and especially the preparations made 
to secure extended observations of the transit of Venns. It is 
believed that they have been ample, and that, with favorable 
Ter for observations, the results will be entirely satisfactory. 
b Pet equatorial telescope is now completed, and proves to 

e all that could be expected. 
th commend to your favorable consideration the estimates for 

© next fiscal year submitted by the superintendent. 


NAUTICAL ALMANAC, 


anne Superintendent of the Nautical Almanac presents in 
etail the work completed and in progress under his charge, 
with the usual estimates for its continuance, to whose report I 
respectfully i: vite your attention. 

Pe those of the Naval Observatory, the publications of this 
: ce are supplied to other departments of the Government, and 
a higher institutions of learning throughont the country, 
— charge, while supplying to the commercial marine, as 

as to the Navy, what would otherwise be required to be 

Tocured by purchase at considerable cost from the agents of 
oreign governments. 

he proceeds of sales of the Nautical Almanac revert to the 

hae pe A the appropriations made annually for its preparation 

publication are therefore in part nominal, but necessary to 

ti continued publication of the work in advance, without 
which it fails in its object. 


ea NAVY SIGNALS. 

” vaitng SPectfully recommended that cadet midshipmen_ be 
to oo » 48 & primary condition in passing a final examination, 
This Bee’, versed in signaling by the Army signal method. 
veasels bows has to regret the frequent neglect on board of our 
eens = war of this important instruction. If not insisted 

tee marked importance, it will die out through neglect. 
Foxhail 7 signal book, based upon the tactics of Commodore 
Sivantass’ arker, of our Navy, is now issued. It has the 
=a Rd being masked effectively, and in a very simple 
mann tot en required ; but it is not thought advisable during 
peace nform commanding officers of the manner of execu- 


The publication of an American edition of the International 
Signal Code by this Bureau, has done much towards brin, it 
into general use, and doubtless with great peepseere value to 
ourselves and to the merchant marine of other powers. 

The chronosemic method of signaling has been experimented 
upon, but it is believed has not fully developed its usefulness 
from defect of the appliances. 

The electric light bids fair to be of sufficient use to demand its 
trial; to that end one has been obtained, and, if found advisable, 
electric lights will be supplied to our ves-els of war, as the 
appr opriations will warrant. 

The side lights of steamers and a vessels, in common 
with those of vessels of other nations, are defective ; they throw 
out the rays of light at right angles to the axis of elevation of 
the lantern, and the axis is not maintained ina [wry re mee 
position which is necessary to throw the rays of light horizon- 
tally, without which a plate of glass is supposed preferable to 
the serrated surfaces, so formed to refract the rays of light at 
right angles to the axis of elevation of the lantern. 

An investigation of this subject is now in progress. Respect- 


fully submitted, 4 
DANIEL AMMEN, Chief of Bureau. 


~ CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor of the ARmy AND Navy Journat does not hold him- 
self responsible for individual expressions of opinion in commu 
nications publist ed under this head. His purpose is to allow the 
largest freedom cf discussion consistent with propriety and good 
feeling. 

















OFFICERS’ BAGGAGE. 


To the Hdttor of the Army and Navy Journal: 


Sir: But few officers of the Army have as yet cx- 
perienced the hardships and privations attending a 
change of station from one frontier post to another, or 
from civilization to a frontier post orvice versa. Under 
the new regime of baggage transportation, and those 
who have had the experience, know whereof I write. 

It is.undoubtedly a ‘‘very small” measure of econ- 
omy, and may answer well enough in changing station 
where rail and steamboat facilities exist, but not so 
where posts are situated several hundred miles in the 
interior, transportation for stores being by means of 
prairie schooners, and then only but a few months in 
the year, on account of snow. And such transporta- 
tion only being available when annual supplies are 
being received. Changes at frontier posts usually 
occur in September, October, or November. Take for 
instance an officer changing from the East to a station 
in Eastern Oregon. He turns over his baggage (eighty 
pounds field allowance excepted) to the Quartermaster’s 
Department for transportation. All goes well as far as 
San Francisco; but after that, good-bye to your 
baggage for a year. You go on with your eighty 
pounds by stage or horseback, (never mind about 
your wife and children, if you are blessed with any), 
arriving in due time at your destination, with your 
baggage, which of course must or should contain your 
uniform, your wife’s wearing apparel, and a change 
for the youngsters, while the balance is stowed away 
with a lot of miscellaneous stuff awaiting transporta- 
tion. Of course your eighty pounds cannot very well 
include your mess chest, blankets, etc. So that away 
goes your new uniform, blankets, books, private and 
official papers, wife’s furs, and last and only silk dress, 
baby clothing, and your boot-jack, etc., stowed away 
with a lot of pork barrels, old iron, coils of rope, 
horse shoes, medicine, and a thousand other things, to 
be transported from one quartermaster to another, 
until finally it reaches the last depot too late to be 
shipped by wagons, until the next annual supplies, 
geverally about July, taking a month or six weeks to 
reach its destination, and probably just in time to have 
it re-shipped again, on another change of station, and 
so on for another year. Well, after a year, perhaps 
two, in store and transit—probably a damp storehouse 
at that. 

What a pleasant, jolly temper a fellow must have, 

who won’t use strong and demonstrative adjectives? 
Your traps present a most lamentable appearance. 
Mildew, moths, dump, and every other enemy of 
wearing apparel and literature have made sad havoc, 
and you emphatically denounce the luck that invented 
a Q. M. D., or that sent you intothe Army. And 
what’s the use of spending money or running into debt 
to renew your outfit, to have it served alike in less 
time than it takes to pay forit? In the mean time, 
you have had to stand it out during along and severe 
winter, on your eighty pounds of baggage, without a 
decent suit of clothing for yourself or family, (if you 
have one) to protect you frum cold, biting frosts, and 
snow storms. Your books and papers are all behind; 
while you are constantly in receipt of official com- 
munications from some staft department, to render an 
account of one pound of candles over issued, or some 
other difference in your accounts, or ‘* your pay will 
be stopped.” You cannot appear in full uniform on 
any occasion requiring it, for assuredly an officer can- 
not travel in full uniform, to be a mark and butt for 
every young urchin that delights in poking fun at 
him. 
On the other hand, suppose you have to change from 
a frontier post to a station east. You turn over your 
baggage to the post quartermaster for-transportation, 
pack your eighty pounds in an empty cigar box, and 
travel. You are gratified at having the quartermaster’s 
receipt, and still more so, with the assurance that he 
has no means of forwarding it until teams arrive with 
the next year’s supplies somewhere about August or 
September—and you are in luck if you see it by 
December—presenting as before a most satisfactory 
appearance on arrival. Horse shoes, iron, wagon 
spokes, and the like may stand a good deal of knock- 
ing about, but ‘‘ I’m be blowed” if ordinary, or extra- 
ordinary trunks will stand any such zeal as that on the 
part of the Q. M.D. Your few pictures, and the last 
nice present trom your mother-in-law, a bronze clock, 
(to remind you not to be out after taps), are gone ‘to 
rack, and your better half goes into hysterics over her 
silk dresses and other adornments, denouncing things 
generally in the most bitter terms, But so it is. 





A reasonable and just representation to Oongress in 





the coming session should certainly be made, with a 
view to change this most unjust and arbitrary manner 
of transporting officers’ baggage. ‘* BAGGAGE.” 








SIGHTING. 
T0 the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sir: “‘ Sighting” has never been made the subject of 
any particularly careful study. Most of our time and 
money has been expended in improving the guns 
themselves, and trusting the perfecting of the sight to 
after consideration. It is presumable on this account 
that the sights now in use are so primitive in their con- 
struction. The study of the sight, indeed, naturally 
follows that of the gun, in the logical order of prac- 
tice; but now that guns have arrived at such a marked 
stage of ps, yas and may be fired with so great 
accuracy and precision, the time has surely come when 
we may be benefited by devoting a few thoughts and 
some expense to determining the best means of ac- 
curately aiming them. It is surely a field for im- 
provement, and at the very outset it must be admitted 
that with the heavy rifled guns of the present labored 
models, there is no reason why we should not gain re- 
sults that would do credit to Creedmoor practice. 
Indeed, ceteris paribus, large rifle projectiles should be 
even more certain in their course than the lighter ones 
from hand arms. That they have not been is the fault 
of sighting more than of any inherent variability in the 
trajectory of the heavy projectile. It is a mistake to 
imagine that because heavy guns are employed against 
large objects we mag, poo to attain them by a mere 
general direction. e cannot accomplish this end so 
easily, and even if we could we ought not to neglect 
accuracy, for now more than ever do we seek it, en- 
deavoring as we do to make a few shots decisive. 

An accurate sight has now, therefore, become a desi- 
deratum. The telescope naturally suggests itself, but 
it is objectionable both on account of its expense and 
its liability to get out of order. Its main advantage, 
that of magnifying, is in reality unimportant in artil- 
lery, as the ordinary eye is perfectly reliable within 
the limits of accurate cannon range. It is very dif- 
ferent however with small arms, for these being used 
against ge papi, small objects, the eye needs the 
assistance of a magnifier; consequently,jfor heavy guns, 
a cheaper, more substantiai, and a more simple instru- 
ment is needed, and one which will at the same tine 
be equally as accurate a cellimator as the telescope. 

In aiming we have two principal objects, to point 
and to elevate, ¢. ¢., to bring the axis of the gun into 
the proper plane of fire, and give to it a suitable ele- 
vation for the range required. Of these two, pointing 
is by far the most important, and by far, the 
most difficult, because elevation is now reduced 
down to the mere use of a properly graduated 
arc. Pointing, however, isa problem as perpetually 
recurring as joading itself, and into this important 
practical question enter many side issues, based upon 
the various causes of aberration of flight, such as drift, 
influence of wind, inequality of platform, ete., and a 
suitable allowance must be made for each and all of 
them before we can, with any justice to the gun, ex- 
pect to attain great accuracy of fire. 

A sight should therefore be primarily a good pointer, 
i. e., it should possess the property of being quickly 
and accurately put in collimation with any required 
object. Again, owing to the fact above allude:l to, 
that a projectile is not strictly obedient to a direct aim, 
the sight must possess another important -feature, 
namely, that of being readily adjusted to the proper 
allowance for this variation, whatever it may be. 

At present we know of no such sight in any service; 
surely there is none in our own. In particular cases, 
such as the pendulum hausse for inequality of plat- 
forms, and the adjustable screw on the breech sigl.t 
for drift, the attempt has been made to overcome some 
of these obstacles to an accurate aim, but no sight 
has attempted to combine them all, and every sight 
now used is objectionable on account of coarseness, 

An instrument, however, called the ‘‘ Collimat- 
ing Sight,” has lately been invented by Lieutenant 
Totten, of the Fourth Artillery, at the Artillery School, 
Fort Monroe, which, it is understood, combines ali 
hese valuable features, and bids fair to be a very 
handy military acquisition. It is prircipally intended 
for aiming heavy guns and mortars, but there are a 
great variety of important geometrical uses to which it 
can be put in what we may term battlefield surveying, 
which enhance its value to the practical soldier, Of 
the latter we may mention the valuable instrumental 
aid it affords in running right lines, setting out Jines of 
works, trenches, etc. determining right angles, *run- 
ning perpendiculars, paiallels, offsets, verticals and 
horizontals, determining intersections, accessible or 
not; interpolating points, indicating differences’ of 
level, etc. 

Asa sight, it enables us to give a hair-line direction, 
and the proper elevation to the axis of the gun, makin 
use at euch successive shot of the actual line of Gestalt 
be it variable or not, and, moreover, it affords an easy 
means of correcting for the various aberrations of flight 
due to whatever cause. These corrections may be in- 
stantly made, and their need is as instantly indicated. 
This is all accomplished by a simple and very pretty 
combination of the spirit-level and an adjustable re- 
flector. Its mode of employment is within the com- 
prehension of any soldier, and its various uses may be 
accomplished with the greatest despatch. It combines 
at once all of the valuable features of an accurate colli- 
mator, a perfect breech sight, a gunner’s level, a gun- 
ner’s quadrant, and a pendulum hausse, and, together 
with these, is useful as an instrumental aid in the ordi- 
nary field problems of practice. - 
he principles upon which the construction of this 
intrument is based ar¢ not stated as yet, but are under- 
stood to be of so simple a nature as to suggest their ac- 
curacy at onee, As soon as the instrument shall have 





bee: bmitted to te board, <om- 
plete description ot it wil be furnished. ro uM 
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THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Axsrwat Dariis Next Weex.—Monday, 21st, Company G, 
of the Seventh; Tuesday, 22d, Seventy-first regiment; 
Wednesday. 23d, Skidmore Guards ; Monday, 28th, Eighth 
regiment ; Tuesday, 29th, Sixty-ninth regiment. 
Janvarny.—Friday, 8th, Seventy-first regiment , Monday, 





11th, Sixty-ninth regiment ; Wednesday, 13¢ hth = 
ment; Thursday, 14th, Battery K, First divis' Pay gg 
18th, Seventy-first regiment; Wednesday, , Seventy- 


ninth regiment; Thursday, 21s hth regiment ; Mon- 
day, 25th, Sixty-ninth venteen ™ ey, 26th, Fifty-fifth 
regiment ; Wednesday, 27th, Twelfth regiment ; Thursday, 
28th, Eighth regiment. 


_ Drviston Bounparres.—By the terms of G. O. No. 29, A. G. O.. 
Albany. November 24, the boundaries of the several division and 

districts of the National Guard of the State of New York 
hereinafter designated, aie changed. and, until further orders, 
will be constituted as follows : The Third division will consist of 
the counties of Albany, Schoharie, Rensselaer, Washington, Sara- 
toga, Schenectady. Fulton, Hamiiton, Montgomery. and Herki- 
mer; the Fifth division t 





will include Westch , Putnam, Rock- 
nd, Orange. Sullivan. Delaware, Greene, Ulster, Dutchess, and 
olambia ; the Sixth division takes in 


yuga, 
Otsego, Oneida, Onon Oswego, Tioga, Tompkins, Seneca, 
and Madison ; the Seventh brigade will consist of the 


Chenango, 
counties of Westchester, Putnam, Rockland, Orange, and Sul- 


Yivan; the Eighth brigade, of Columbia, Dutchess, Greene, Ulster, Re: 


and Delaware ; the Ninth brigade, of Albany—except West Troy, 

Green Island—and Schoharie; the Tenth brigade, 
Rensselaer, Washington, Saratoga, and West y. oes 
‘and Green Ieland in Albany county ; the Thirteenth brigade. of 
Fulten, Hamilton, Herkimer, Montgomery, and Schenectady ; 
‘the Nineteenth brigade, of Chenango, Otsego, and Madison ; the 
Thirty-first brigade, of Erie, Wyoming, Genessee, Orleans, and 


‘Niagara. 

The Twelfth, Seventeenth, Eighteenth, Twenty-second, and 
‘Thirty-second brigades are disbanded, and the general aud staff 
officers ren supernumerary. The remaining divisions and 
‘brigades wil! retain their present territorial organ ion. 

Governor Dix made one right ane at the close of his term 
in reducing the number of brigades. e trust that Governor 
Tilden will “ go one better” by disbanding five out of the eight 
divisions and reorganizing three real ones. 


Tutrty-stconp INnFANTRY.—This command assembles 
in fatigue uniform (white gloves) at the armory on Wed- 
vy. December 16, at 8 o’clock p. m., for drill and in- 
struction ; and in full uniform for review and 
Major-General John B. Woodward, commanding Second 
on, N. G. 8. N. Y., at the armory, on Tuesday, Decem- 
‘ber 22, at 8o’clock Pp. u. The following changes in this 
command are announced : Commissioned—Louis Goldmann, 
first lieutenant, vice Ebel, resigned ; rank from October 2, 
1874. Appointed—Fred. J. Karcher, to be adjutant, vice 
Fingado. The following non-commissioned officers, having 
the ———_ board of examination, their promo- 
romulgated : Jacob Miller, to be corporal Company 
noegel, reduced ; Rudolph Kunser, to be sergeant 
pany C, vice Hellriegel. Discharged, on surgeon’s cer- 
tificate of disability, Private Jacob Muller, of Company C. 
Reduced to the ranks—Sergeant Geo. Pflum, Company E ; 
Corporal Conrad Storck, Company B ; Corporals Leon Lows 
and A. Werner, Company C. 


American Rirte Assoctation.—The modest little club 
lately formed at Mount Vernon has expanded in propor- 
tions since our last notice. The originators have boldly 
— — om of Se aes Rifle Association, of 

estchester County,” e a@ permanent organization 
and incorporated under the “club act.” The first prize meet- 
- bn. new association will be held on Christmas Day, 
Ww several hundred dollars worth of po are offered, 
and at least three matches will be shot—Military, Sports- 
man’s, and Ladies’ Match. The association at present pos- 
sesses only a 200 yard range, with four targets, so that the 
matches for Christmas be at that range ; but by next 
spring they will be in possession of a broad range with from 
twenty to thirty targets at a probable distance of at least 
600 The advantages of such a range, located within 
half an hour of the Grand Central Depot, for National 
Guardsmen, when practicing for the State Matches at Creed- 
moor, have induced several heavy real estate owners in 
Westchester county to embark in the undertaking, avowedly 
on business principles. At present, at a nominal expense, 
an excellent yard range 1s in the hands of the American 
Association, and all National Guardsmen and sportsmen 
will be welcomed to the Christmas prize meeting at Mount 
Vernon. The new Wimbledon target is formally adopted 
by the association, and the ordin oor rules govern 

shooting. Trains leave the Grand Central Depot for 
Mount Vernon and West Mount Vernon, on the New Haven 
and Harlem Roads, every half hour during theday. Excur- 
sion tickets there and back cost sixty-five cents. Warmand 
comfortable quarters will be ge pees for shooters and vis- 
itors, to avoid the discomfort of cold that marred the en- 
ne of the Thanksgiving Day matches. Stages will ran 
the Mount Vernon depot to the range at a small fare 
on the day of the match. The President of tlie American 
Rifle Association is Colonel John T. Underhill, of the Twen- 
mcorees Infantry, and all the prominent officers of the 
division N. G. are interested in the movement or ofti- 

cers of the society. 


Twenty-seconD Inrantry.—At the regular annual elec- 
tion of eager E, of this regiment, held Monday evening, 
December 7, the following officers were elected ; Jos. 
Congdon, president; Thos. Van Loan, secretary; T. L. 

, treasurer. The quarters of the company are being 
— and fitted, and the organization is in a thriving 
condition. 


Nuivra Inrantry.—Company H lately held an election for 
captain, vice Slater, resigned, which resulted in Isaac E. 
Hoagland being unanimous 
commanded the company in the lato war, serving through 
the eatire campaigns. He has been a member of the Vete- 
ran Association of the Ninth, and was selected trom the same 
to fill said vacancy. General Ward gave permission to 
Lientenant-Colonel Hitchcock not to report before 12 o’clock 
at the Havemeyer funeral, so that the men might not be 
subject to standing in the cold for an unn length of 
tame, they not ny 8 provided with overcoats. This per- 
—— raat One Ne agg as — other regiments. 

any a) ontgomery, gave a reception on 
the 16th inst. Their room was at fre: and com- 
pleted in time for the reception, which wasa br t affair. 

Company A, Captain Cottman, have just completed the 
arrangements of ther room, which is etc., and 
they will have as fine a room as any in the regiment. 


Ririe CHALLENGES.—It may be remembered that a short 
time since we mentioned that Company E, First Infantry, 
Guard, tion of San Francisco 


California National an or, 
military vided, <a 45), had published 


(armed with Sharps 

achallenge in the San Francisco papers to any miltary 
company in the United States, to shoot t them for 
the company championship of the Uni States. As we 
Sxpected ab the time, this pauntict has been picked up, and 
by the same company that already challenged the coun- 


in columns. We refer to Com fect 
$7, ta our e peny D, ct the Tweitth Giscipli 


Infantry, Captain H. B. Smith, 


+ | up for the present year. 


elected. This gentleman B 








previous challenge in this paper on the 20th of last June, 
which never yet been accepted by any com- 
y. Our California friends in the National Guard would 
advantage, we think, in reading the JougNAL more 
,, a8 their present challenge might have been re- 
a with advantage by an acceptance of the previous 
ew York challenge. Company D, of the Twelfth, however, 
do not seem to be squeamish or unduly sensitive- on a point 
ofhonor. The members have boldly accepted the Califor- 
nia challenge on the terms on which it is offered, and should 
a favorable answer be returned, the match will be shot on 
the following conditions : 

**The teams to be composed of twelve regular enrolled 
members of the respective companies. 

‘* The arms to be either the Remington or Sharps military 
rifle, as recognized under the rules of the National Rifls 
Association. 

_ ©The distance to be 200 and 500 yards, targets and posi- 
tion as used at Creedmoor, two sighting and seven scoring 
shots to be allowed each competitor. The match to take 
= on or about June 20, 1875, and the result of each shot 

be po on completion of the marking.” 

So far all is serene. We hope, however, that the matter 
will not rest here. A competition of this sort ought to bring 


d,| out more than two companies in the whole of America. 


There are our friends of Company D, ‘Twelfth U. 8. Infantry. 
Surely they are not going to allow a challenge of this sort 
to pass by without taking a hand in. The honor of the 
Army forbids any such proposition. This little 
matter of the apes pod Championship of the United States 
ought not to be hid away in a corner and decided by parties 
shooting at 3,000 miles from each other. As a contest it 
will be really no test at all, under any of several contingen- 
cies. One party may have good weather, the other poor 
weather. The difference of longitude will make a difference 
of between three and four hours in the height of the sun 
and the appearance of the targets which must resalt to the 
advantage of one party at the expense of the other. Lastly 
there is the great difficulty of securing a rigidly correct 
score, by so many ie oy observers, and the great 
probability of protests. If this matter is to be settled by 
shooting, there is no doubt that the most correct, honor- 
able, and satisfactory way to settle it is by a match at Creed- 
moor, the only recognized national headquarters of ritle 
practice. If Company E, Fir-t California, is in any sense a 
ange ony company of the Pacific Slope, we feel con- 
fident that the National Guardsmen of that section, the 
wealthy and enterprising merchants and capitalists of San 
Francisco, would not allow such a match to languish for 
want of funds to ay the expenses of a team to New 
York. We are equally certain that the pride of our Regular 
Army officers would induce them, of whatever regiment, to 
contribute towards the expenses of a Regular Army team 
for the p se. There are as many enthusiasts on rifle 
practice in the Army as in the National Guard, and we have 
an idea that our American Regulars may be yet destined to 
efface the impression made by English, Scotch, and Canadian 
trials that Regulars cannot shoot as well as militia. The 
records of Company D, Twelfth U.S. Infantry, show that 
they run them very hard in this country, and a proper use 
of the present ope may be of great benefit to rifle 
practice in the United States. At present the challenge 
will settle very little really. 1t may be made to excite a 
great deal of interest and excitement it properly managed, 
and settle some vexed points as to shooting and rifles. As it 
happens the California troops use the Sharps military rifle. 
The New York troops use the Remington, and the U.S. 
troops the Spriagfield breech-loader. A match between 
representative companies, of these three representa- 
tive rifles, all at the same place and time, at 200, 500, and 
600 yards, with an opportunity for the Canadians to come 
in with their Sniders or Martini-Henrys, the Eastern men 
to compete with their Peabodys, that would indeed be a 
match worth seeing, and of easy accomplishment, with a 
modicum of energy. There is but one range on which such 
@ match could be shot, and that range is Creedmoor, where 
the number of targets is sufficient to admit of every team 
taking its own position simultaneously. A match by tele- 
graph between two companies claiming the title ot “ cham- 
ions” would really settle nothing but a little bragging. 
he Company Championship of North America, decided at 
an actual match under the same conditions would be a very 
different matter. It would enlist that sectional rivalry and 
spirit of emulation which is sure to make any undertaking a 
success, financially and otherwise. 


SEVENTY-NINTH InFANTRY.—The different companies com- 
prising this command assemble for inspection and 
muster at the regimental armory in full-dress uniform, 
shako, epaulettes, black belt, white gloves, etc., at 8 o’clock 
P. M., a8 follows: Companies A and B, Monday, December 
14; C and D, Tuesday, December 15; E and F, Wednesday, 
December 16; G and H, Thursday, December, 17. Such 
members as would not possibly attend on the above evenings 
had their uniforms and equipments sent to the armo- 
i ay packed and labelled with their. full name and 

tof the company to which they belong. Rifles in the 
possession of members must be returned to the regimental 
armory. The arms and orlgusets will be inspected at the 
regimental ar mp | by Major Edwin F. Cole, acting inspec- 
tor for the State Ordnance Department. on Friday, Decem- 
ber 18, at 3o’clock p.m. Company drills are suspended 
until the first Monday in January, 1875, so as to allow the 
returns and accounts of the different companies to be made 
The following members have been 
ae from the rolls of their respective companies for 
neglect of duty : Company E, Douglas Martin, Rich- 
ard Young, Thomas Boyd, and William Simington ; Com- 
pany C, Willi Abbot, Archd. Annan, Henry Best, Fred. 
nes, Joshua Cooper, Lawrence Collins, Fred. Peter- 
son, Louis Schultz, Amos Wood, Martin J. Bouttie, Charles 
. Celley, James Murray, James Stanley. 
On Wednesday evening last, 9th inst., the regiment held 
its first battalion drill for the season, with Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Laing for instructor. The attendance was of course 
small. No regiment can suffer the demoralizing influences 
of neglect from a commanding officer, as the Seventy-ninth 
did for so long, without feeling it severely. ‘here were 
only six company officers of all ranks present, with Colonel 
Laing and Adjutant Hughes. -Of those company officers, 
one at least did not seem to care much whether he did right 
or wrong, and hardly one was even fairly instructed in the 
new tactics. The men, as always in these so-called ‘‘de- 
m i ” regiments, were tuiet, sober, and decent in 
demeanor. Each officer had a little squadof eight files to 
call a company, and these six commands made a regiment. 
Colonel Laing drilled, and did his best. The men had evi- 
dently the habits of drill, and the officers had no difficulty 
with them. The only trouble lay in the careless handling 
by the officers themselves, and their want of familarity 
with the tactics. As an instructor the commanding cflicer 
is very painstaking, but he is apt to talk too long and ex- 
pian too much. ‘his matter is one which officers of the 
ational Guard have little opportunity of studying in the 
Guard where the poor instructors are much more 
numerous than the good ones. The quickest way that we 
© knack of rapid Tr and —_ 





er in one of our public 


city. A single day spent in watching the methods of teach- 
ing there adopted would be of inestimable benefit to many 
a National Guard officer, who is now groping in the dark, 
full of good intentions and unable to secure either attend- 
ance or discipline. It becomes painfully plain to any ob- 
server of the Seventy-ninth that it needs almost a whole 
new board of officers. Those at presentin the regiment 
sometimes lack sufficient self-respect to appear clean and 
neat on parade, and the effect of their example on the men 
is decidedly pernicious. It will be a month now before the 
regiment drills in the arsenal again. In that month much 
may be done, if the officers will work together and be ready 
if necessary to resign in favor of better men. The Seventy- 
ninth is principally Scottish-American, and there are enough 
American Scots in New York to officer a battalion of first 
class material with gentlemen, scholars, and men of position. 
In that direction lies a hope of salvation for the Seventy- 
ninth. It may be either very good orvery bad. It remains 
with the board of officers to say which it shall be in 1875, 
It cannot remain much longer as it is without dissolution, 


TWENTY-THIRD INFANTRY.—This command gave its first 
band concert of the season on Saturday evening last, 2d 
inst. The programme comprised selections till half past 
nine, given as a sort of promenade concert, followed by 
dancing till 12 o’clock. These concerts have in former years 
proved a very attractive feature of the winter’s entertain- 
ments in Brooklyn, being largely attended by the best so- 
ciety of the city. The present is the fourth season of their 
continuance, Last Saturday’s concert was equal to its pre- 
decessors in excellence of music, but the attendance was 
not so large as it will be at the middle of the season. The 
scarcity of money had also its effect in this, as in all other 
amusements. he music was given in Conterno’s best 
style, and was loudly applauded. The next concert takes 
place on Saturday, 26th inst. It is rumored that the armo- 
ry of the Twenty-third will soon be made the permanent 
quarters of the natty little Howitzer Battery, of the Eleventh 
brigade. So much the better. It will then be within hail 
of civilization. We take the present opportunity of re- 
minding the officers of the Twenty-third that if their regi- 
ment is not more frequently mentioned in the Journar it 
arises chiefly from the non-arrival of orders, notices of 
drills, etc., at this office. When-we receive timely notice 
we are always happy to send a representative to attend 
drills, etc, 

On the occasion of the Havemeyer funeral this regiment 
at very short notice turned out to escort the hearse on its 
arrival in Brooklyn. It was the only organization of the 
whole Second division that paraded, and great credit is due 
to the whole -command for its voluntary efforts, and the 
very handsome appearance of the regiment. The Twenty- 
third paraded eight commands of sixteen files each, in over- 
coats and white belts, and received the procession in Ham- 
ilton] avenue by the ferry. Company A, under command of 
Lieutenant Jos. G. Story, had the honor of relieving thé 
Old Guard as funeral escort. The appearance of the whole 
regiment excited universal commendation for the faultless 
alignmepts and steady marching. After marching several 
blocks, by request of the family of the deceased, the milita- 
ry part of the procession wheeled out, as the dey was so 
advanced that it was feared that the cemetery would not be 
reached before dark without more rapid driving. The 
funeral then passed on, and the [wenty-third marched 
back to their armory. On their return, while marching 
through Fulton avenue, the men attracted great attention, 
for there is little doubt that on a cold winter’s day, nothing 
looks more soldierly and solid than a column attired in the 
comfortable blue overcoat of the U. 8. service. The Twen- 
by nee is, if we mistake not, almost the only regiment in 
the Second division so provided, and its precision of move- 
ment and fine appearance makes it rather the pet regiment 
of Brooklyn, as the Seventh is in New York. 

On Saturday, 12th inst., the Twenty-third regiment Rifle 
Club was duly organized—Colonel Rodney C. Ward, presi- 
dent; Lieutenant J. G. Story, vice-president: Mr. C. A. 
Coffin, secretary. The club developed considerable enthu- 
siasm among the members, and promises to prove a nursery 
of marksmen who will make a good record at Creedmoot 
next year. Itis the best way in the world to accomplish 
the object in view. The more regimental clubs the better. 


Firtu Inrantry.—-On Thursday, 10th inst., the left wing of 
this regiment drilled at the arsenal under Colonel Spencer. Its 
efforts were a decided improvement on those of the right wing 
but the same disputes between the officers were continued ina 
milder form. he lieutenant-colonel does not seem to under- 
stand his proper position under the new tactics. After the form- 
ation, when the ranks were closed, instead of retirin behind 
the centre of the right wing. he remained iu front merely facing 
about in his post at open order. This sort of neglect docs not 
look well in a field officer, who is supposed to understand the 
tactics. The movements that followed were fairly executed. 
The men of the Fifth are very good materia!, quiet, docile, and 
intelligent ; their company officers have the habit of service ; 
but the new tactics, or indeed anything since Casey, seem to be 
almost unstudied. The order being ouce given, ** Captains, rec- 
lify the alignment,” was actually not understood, and the colo- 
nel had to explain it to the captain of the color company. The 
order “ Right of companies to the rear into column” produced a 
great deal of confusion, as it always does, where captains are 
green. No movement is simpler when the captains understand 
and lead off, and yet we have seen more messes made of it than 
any other movement in the tretics. The othermovements passed 
off well, and the Fifth promises to improve as the winter gouce 
on, if Colonel Spencer will continue to be colonel of his own 
regiment. 


Tax CopE AND THE Srarr.—In a few short weeks—we 
might almost say days—the State of New York will pass 
from the control of one political party to that of another. 
Governor Dix will be ex-Governor Dix, Samuel J. Tilden, 
Esq., will be his Excellency Governor Tilden of New York. 
In view of this change of government, the political aspect 
does not disturb the Journat in the slightest. We have 
always received courtesy and assistance from the military 
departments of all administrations, and from our experience 
of American nature expect to do so. The only question 
that does disturb us, in a military point of view, as involv- 
ing the future welfare of the National Guard of New York 
State, and very possibly the future life of the nation, in 
those coming struggles from which no nation can expect 

rpetual exemption, is this—What action will the next 

gislature take on the ‘* Military Code,” so called, of New 
York? and will political or military considerations actuate 
Governor Tilden in the selection of his staff? Hitherto, 
with almost inevitable fatuity, the Governor of New York 
has surrounded himself with a tribe of pompous old fossil» 
or of very vain and youthful puppies, whose idea of the ob- 
ject of a National Guard was to afford a vehicle for them to 
ride about in showy uniforms under plumed cocked hats, 
and to exhibit themselves to the eyes of admiring house- 
maids at the basement railings. To see the elder portion 
of this tribe in its full glory, however, an eveuing reception 
is necessary. Very few of them dare to mount a horse in 
the day time, and confine themselves to carriage and grand- 
stand reviews. Almost the only exception to this rulefor many 
long years, has been the staff of our present Governor, soon 
to be ex-Governor Dix. With one or two exceptions, he has 
had a staff of real officers, who understood their business, 
and had served in the only school in which soldiers can be 
made—the school of war. Will the incoming Governor fol- 
low and (still better) perfect the example set by General 
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Dix? Is it barely possible that he will select for his staff, 
officers, every one of whom understands his duty as it is 
performed in war, and is resolved to do it? Shall we have 
an engineer for the chief of engineers? Shall we have every 
member of the staff a soldier, or only one or two, and a 
residue of utterly incompetent rubbish appointed for only 
pohtical reasons? For our own part, we do not care one 
straw for the political antecedents of any one man, whether 
he be “‘ strong” with the National Guard or the reverse, to 
use the current slang on the subject. We have no wires to 
pull, no condidate to propose, no one’s special interest to 
subserve. We only hope, and hope most earnestly, that 
for the sake of the national defence, Governor Tilden may 
have the courage to inaugurate a reform in the National 
Guard, by placing soldiers, and not politicians, in his mili- 
tary staff, and by encouraging a sympathetic Legislature to 
po military, not political measures, for the National 
uard. 

The stumbling block in the way of all former governors, 
in treating with the National Guard question, has been the 
idea that the National Guard could be used as a political 
engine. The experience of the last elections has, we hope, 
disposed of this fallacy pretty thoroughly. Never was a 
Governor of New York more beloved by the National Guard 
than Governor Dix ; never was there one who treated them 
better; and yet he was most utterly and signally 
defeated, in spite of the National Guard. Governor Tilden 
will be able to enter on the treatment of the National Guard 
question with a full perception of this fact, that the Nation- 
al Guard as a political engine is the merest sham and delu- 
sion. We heartily rejoice that itis so, for we see a slight 
prospect, in consequence, that it may in future be diverted 
from its past pernicious course, and made a really useful 
institution. To this end just two things are needed—a real 
staffanda real “ Military Code.” It rests with Governor 
‘Tilden to give us the first, if he has the courage to step out 
of the old rut, and to nominate soldiers for every vacanc 
on his staff, except the surgeon and judge-advocate-general, 
who should be professiovals in ther ownline. There are 
many gallant officers on the retired list of the Regular and Vol 
unteer Army, whose military habits would work a wonderful 
revolution in our National Guard, in three months. To 
make such a measure as useful as it might be, however, our 
present Military Code needs radical changes. The whole 
cumbrous machinery of elections and court-martials should 
be abolished, rootand branch. Promotions should be made 
by recommendations from the grades above, asin the vol- 
unteer service during the war, not as now, by election from 
the grades below, making every ofticer, from general to 
corporal, dependent on his interiors and a natural foe to 
discipline. The elective system is only fit to be used Ly 
“corps delite,” and such are very scarce in our National 
Guard. As it is, our Code is neither one thing nor the 
other. Our rank and file are neither volunteers nor stipen- 
diaries, their uniforms neither private nor State property, 
their officers have a doubtful sort of authority, and the re- 
sult is dissatisfaction on all sides. Nowis the time to settle 
on a stable and reliable military policy, for if such is adopted 
by the leading State in the Union the rest will follow. It is 
hardly necessary to urge the advisability of such a course. 
It recommends itself on military grounds. Its only possi- 
ble opposition is found in the political aspect of the case. 
Politics ruined our old militia, and gave us—Bull Run and 
three thousand million dollars of debt. Had the South been 
in the same military condition as any country in Europe, it 
might have cost even more—the Union. Itis time that 
these unwelcome truths should be told plainly, for without 
a firm facing of them, no solid progress can be looked for. 
As matters now stand, our New York National Guard is a 
military delusion. It has great possibilities, but until its 
system is radically changed from that of the English Volun- 
teers and French Garde Nationale, on which it is now based, 
it can only result in a real battle of Dorking on American 
soil if ever it is faced by a real disciplined enemy. It re- 
mains to be seen whether Governor Tilden will earn a na- 
tion’s gratitude by giving us areal military system for our 
militia, or be content to jog along in the traditionary ruts 
of Broadway street parades. 


GALLERY SHootrnc.—During the winter, while the Creed- 
moor range 18 still nominally open for practice, the dis- 
comforts that are unavoidable 1n all open air shooting, will 
make the attendance a mere nothing. This is a matter that 
cannot be helped, and the last ‘‘cold snap” has put a 
quietus on Creedmoor practice till the spring. The bare 
plain on which it stands, and which gives it it’s peculiar 
advantages for long range shooting, also exposes it to the 
pitiless blast of the keen nor’wester, that chills the best 
clad marksman to the marrow. The advance of cold 
weather, which drives practice from the range at Creed- 
moor, is the more to be regretted, as the spirit of emula- 
tion and interest is just now giving symptoms of a general 
rise. Regiment after regiment of the New York National 
Guard is forming it’s rifle club, and the movement is ex- 
tending into other States. All these clubs und associations 
will probably be unable to practice in the open air till spring, 
unless they have sheltered ronans. as at the Mount Vernon 
a elsewhere referred to, which lies in a wooded hollow. 
In the city they are confined chiefly to armory practice, and 
not many regiments have facilities for this. There is one 
resource left, which has many benefits. We refer to gallery 
shooting. This practice has very man advantages, if it be 
not performed with hair-triggers. here are many rifle 
galleries in the city, but we only know of one that yet pre- 
sents anything of a miniature of Creedmoor practice. This 
is the gallery of Mr. J. S. Conlin, who was chosen as one of 
t © reserve team for America in the International Match, 
and who is an old habitue of Creedmoor. His gallery in 
Broadway, next door to the new Park Theatre, near Madison 

uare, is provided with regulation military rifles, as well 
48 the ordinary gallery rifles ; and practice can be enjoyed 
there, in the coldest weather, that will be an excellent pre- 

farative for Creedmoor in the spring. The difference 
etween gallery shooting and long range shooting is con- 
siderable, but the one helps the other wonderfully. In the 
allery, no caiculation of distance is necessary, nd all tht 
aculties are concentrated on the one object of keeping both 
sights in a line, and steadying the nerves. As a conse- 
yey) the most marvellous skill is sometimes attained, as 
sed case of a California shot, who made in this gallery 
~ Consecutive bull’s-eyes. Skill and steadiness of nerve 
ate half the battle at Creedmoor, and these can as readily 
attained in the winter as in tae summer. Those of our 
ational Guard readers who wish to become crack shots and 
do hl 200 yard matches in the spring exciting, cannot 
¢ er than practice in their armories and the galleries 

© city during the winter, and if they choose to be 


na by a Creedmoor expert, they will soon find the 





RIFLE NOTES. 


— Our diagrams of tar ets illustrating the International Match 
were received 80 favorably by our readers that we have deter- 
able publish from time to time a series of the most remark- 
We in ES = at long -ange in matches and officially scored. 


is d 
Saget. with full epartment from ail marksmen diagrams of 


We et eee given i in a form similar to the one 
/! e 0 a * Remington 
Score Book ” of the target made by Colonel John Bodine, late of 


the Ninety-second Infantry N. G. S. N. Y., in the Bennett Long 
Range Match, October 2, 1874, with the memoranda for the same. 


ln 














| 

Wind 6—i—8. Gentle to brisk atmosphere—damp. Distance, 
800 yards. Time, 10 to 11 a.m. Elevation, 101,102. Date, Oc- 
tober 2, 1874. Wind gu e 2.112. Light, dark gray, no sun- 
shine. Rifle, pistol P. mington bullet ; 550 gr. ; hardeded 
powder, Haxards F. G. 95 gr. 

REMARKS.—Diagrams of targets sent us for this department 
musa be officially authenticated by the records of a regular 
match under Wimbledon or Creedmoor rules. We also invite 
from U.S. Army officers diagrams of U, S. practice with the 
Creedmoor and U. 8. targets combined, in a manner similar to 
that illustrated in the JournNAL of November 14, 1874. The most 
complete information on recc.rding practice that we know of, is 
found in the ‘Score Book” of Messrs. Remington and Sons, 
which is kindly furnished gratuitously by them to Army officers 
and other responsible persons. These score books contain loose 
sheets with blank diagrams, and are now recognized as very 
valuable aids to practice. 








CHANGES IN THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Tue following named officers have been commissioned in the 
National Guard. State of New York, during the month of Octo- 
ber, 1874 : 

First Division—Lieut.-Col. G. W. Yan Slyke, Div. Q. M. ; Col. 
H. A. Gildersleeve, A. A.‘G ; Col. C. Jussen, Div. Insp. ; Lieut.- 
Col. C. B. Mitchell, Insp. Rifle Prac. ; Lieut.-Col. J. B. Probst, 
Ord. Officer ; Maj. H. H. Parker, A. D. C.; Capt. A. Belknap, Jr., 
* o ; Maj. A. Belknap, Jr., A. D. C.; Capt. U. A. Post, 

Fourth Division—Col. Jos. Mullin, Jr., Insp. 

Third ay re D. Wylie, Insp. Rifle Prac. 

Seventh Brigade—Capt. Theo. Price, Insp, Rifle Prac. 

Eighth Brigade--Lieut.-Col. O. V. Sage, A. D. G.; Capt. E. D. 
Brandon, Ord. Officer ; Capt. 8. K. Darrow, ~—- Rifle Prac. 

Battery A, arr Brigade—L. L. Olmsted, capt.; A. 
W. Metcalf, first lieut. ; [. W. Butler, second lieut. 

First Battalion—Eugene Mix, major. 

Second Battalion—J. Thompson, capt.; T. Donnelly, first 
lieut. ; J. Miller, sec. lieut. ; J. Duke, capt. ; T. J. Gilcoyne, firat 
lieut. ; P. Vaughan, sec. lieut.; J. H. Miller, capt.; C. F. Hilke, 
first lieut.; J. H. Burhert, sec. lieut.; J. Peltier, capt. C. Des 
rocher, first lieut. ; C. L. Roberts, sec. lieu. ; W. H. Munn, lieut.- 
col. M. Timpane, major. r 

Fifth Infantry—H. Ruger, sec. lieut. ; S. Koening, first lieut. ; 
E. Meyer, sec. lieut.; Maj. H. R. Williams, surgeon. 

Eleventh infantry—G. Gensch, first lieut.; G. Schuman, sec. 
lieut. First Lieut. G. W. Wilson, R. Q. M. 

Fifteenth Battalion—Capt. P. J. Kelly, chaplain. 

Sixteenth Battalion—A. Cooley, lieut.-col. 

Thirty-second Infantry—L. Goldman, first lieut. 

Thirty-fifth Battalion—A. J. Casse, lieut.-eol. 

Forty-seventh Infantry—W. H. Brownell, capt.; J. A. Ed- 
wards, first lieut.; E. F. Gaylor, sec. lieut.; G. A. Phelan, first 
lieutenant. 

Forty-eighth Infantry—A. F. Smith, colonel. 

Fifty-first Infantry—H. W. Clarke, capt. 

Fifty-fourth Infantry--M. Englert, capt.; G. Werner, first 
lieut. ; R. Staub, sec. lieut. : - 

Eighty-fourth Infantry—O. Hegenbotham, first lieut.; W. 
Campbell, sec. lieut. , » 

Ove Hundred and Tenth Battalion—C. J. Langdon, major. 

The following resignations in the National Guard, State of 
New York, have been accepted during the same period : 

Twenty-fourth ol F. Herrick, first lieut.a nd A. DC., 
November 20 ; G. M. Weaver, capt. and C. S., November 20. 

First Battalion—M O'Neill, first lieut., November 21. 

Fifteenth Battalion—C. Biasie, sec. lieut., November 21. 

Twenty-sixth Battalion—-J. O’Brien, sec. lieu., November 17. 

Third Cavalry—H. Cohen, sec. lieut., November 27 ; F. Horling, 
sec. lieu., November 27 ; C. Hoops, capt., November 30. 

Fifth Infantry—J. P. A. Kedenburg, first lieut., November 16. 

Sixth Infantry—A. Greenbaum, first lieut., November 16. 

Ninth Infantry—C. R. Braine, col., November 21. 

Twenty-second Infantry--C. F. Connor, sec. lieut., Nov. 27. 

Twenty-third Infantry—R. A. Birdsall, sec. lieut., November 
17; L. ed Conklin, first lieu., November 30. od 

Twenty-seventh Infantry—G. Sherwood, capt., November 28. 

Fifty-tirst Infantry—J. Winter, first lieut., November 19; M. 
Penflield, sec. licut., November 19; J. Van Slyke, sec. lient., 
November I9. , 

Fifty-fourth Infantry—G. F. Lenihan, capt , November 27; T. 
Haveron, sec. lieu., November 27. 

Eighty-fourth Infantry—J. C. Major, first lieu., November 16. 


» 


Diep.—November 22, at Albany, N. Y., Lieutenant-Colonel 
Jno. Gould, assistant adjutant-general, Ninth brigade, N. G. 8. 
mM. 





VARIOUS ITEMS. 


— Tue reports and returns from the First division are greatly 
in arrears, and General Varian has issued a sherp circular on the 
subject. The fact that there area great many papers required, 
and that National Guard officers are not paid for their services, 
is no excuse for neglect of = If an officer cannot do his duty, 
he ought to resign. We have been complained of as tending to 
make the service so hard as to drive out officers who need en- 
couragement. In fact, such officers are better out than in, and 
the service would be immensely the gainer by their resignation. 
There are plenty to take their places. 

— ApsuTANT KEEGAN, Sixty-ninth, has resigned. 

— Masor-GeNERAL Woopwakrp, Second division, will review 
the Thirty-second at their armory on the 22d inst. 

~- Wa. E. Horton has been elected second lieutenant of Com- 
pany H, First battalion Infautry. 

—Ex-Cotomet Frep. A. Mason, late of the Thirteenth regi- 
ment, visited the Fifth brigade headquarters on Monday even" 
ing. 

— SEconp Lieutenant Bernhardt F. Lenz, Twenty-eighth bat- 
talion, has resigned. 

— BERNHARD DUNKENKOLL and Henry Mohr have been elected 
respectively captain and first lieutenant in the Fifteenth bat- 
talion. 

—Tue new Thirteenth regiment armory is being rapidly 
pushed forward. The roof is row ang pee on. It is expected 
that the buildin g will be completed by March. 

— Tue friends of Lieutenant-Colonel Bourke, same regiment, 
resented him with a handsome set of horse equipments, includ- 
ing sword and horse equipments, on Thursday last. 

— Company E, Seventy-ninth, Captain William C. Clark, will 
hold their annual ball at the armory, West Twenty-third street, 
Wednesday, December 23. 

— Tue Light Guard, Company A, Seventy-first hold a full-dress 
reception at the Lexington avenue Opera House on Friday even- 
ing, December 18. 
— THE non-commissioned officers of the Thirteenth Infan 
were drilled by Lieutenant-Cylonel Briggs on Wednesday ani 
Friday evenings of last week. 
— Company G, Twenty-third Infantry, is fitting up its company 
room in the armory. From the appearance of things it seems as 
if it was intended to be second to none in ‘the building. 
— Tue Fourteenth Infantry has settled down comfortably in 
its new home—the State Arsenal, Portland avenue, Brooklyn. It 
is recruiting rapidly, and working hard. 

— Is it not about time to have another election for major of 
the Thirteenth Infantry ? There are seyeral.officers in the regi- 





(From the London Solicitors’ Journal.) 
THE LAWS OF WAR. 


In last Friday’s Gazette, our government pub- 
lished the official protocols of the different meet- 
ings of the conferences held at Brussels last July, 
together with a series of despatches from Sir 
Horsford, the English delegate. Sir A. Horsford’s 
final report of September 4 (No. 44), contains an 
able resumé of the whole of the proceedings of the 
conference, which by itself gives a very good idea 
of what was done, and will, moreover, be found a 
useful guide through the protocols and his own 
contempo reports of the different meetings. 
All the independent European States, down to 
Denmark, Greece, and Turkey, were represented 
each by one or more delegates, The United States 
Government was the only one, invited by the Em- 
peror of Russia, that declined to take part in the 
conference. 

The first impression produced by reading the 
proceedings of the conference is somewhat dis- 
appointing, as nothing was finally agreed upon. 
The draft international declarations as to the laws 
and customs of war (prujet de déclaration Inter- 
national), which resulted from the twenty-four 
meetings, was ultimately only submitted to the 
different governments “as a basis for an ulterior 
exchange of ideas,” and the protocols show, that 
at least one important subject—viz., reprisals— 
was omitted from the draft declaration, and not 
discussed at all, and that on several other points 
of great importanee—e. g., the position of the in- 
habitants of territories occupied by the enemy, and 
the requisition system—there were very serious 
differences of opinion. But, on further looking 
into and considering the procvedings of the con- 
ference, this feeling of disappointment has, with 
us, given place to a belief that the conference has 
really effected a good deal—quite as much, in 
deed, as could be reasonably expected—toward 
paving the way for a general international agree- 
ment hereafter as to the rules to be observed in land 
warfare. 

Of the numerous points comprised in the fifty- 
six articles of the draft declaration, the permanent 
conflicts of opinion which manifested themselves 
among the delegates were confined to compara- 
tively few, though no doubt very important,‘ ques- 
tions. It may be alleged that most of the other 
points (as to which no difference of opinion existed 
beyond what could be removed by amicable dis- 
cussion) are of no real moment, but although such 
points may be without importance in this sense, 
that no statesman or general can foresee whether 
settling them in any particular manner will be 
advantageous or disadvantageous to his State in a 
future war, and therefore will agree to whatever 
rule seems most humane, yet when a war has be- 
gun and the belligerents have got into particular 
positions, the diffcrence between two possible 
rules on a point previously unimportant may be- 
come of extreme importance. For instance, after 
the battle of Sedan, the sufferings of the German 
and French wounded would have been consider- 
ably alleviated if the Belgian government had 
allowed them to be carried to Germany through 
Belgium; but as this would have relieved the rail- 
ways by which the Germans were bringing sup- 
plies for their armies into France, it would have 
been disadvantageous to the French, and there- 
fore the Belgian government held it inconsistent 
with their neutrality to permit the transit. Now 
the draft declaration has recognized the right of 
the neutral State to allow the transit of sick and 
wounded apparently without any single objection. 
Again, during the siege of Paris it was the interest 
of the Germans to check as far as possible com- 
munications by balloon between the city and the 
open country, and accordingly they deduced trom 
the general theory of international law that a per- 
son floating over the enemy’s lines was a spy. The 
draft declaration (art. 22) negatives this view. 

The most important of the permanent conflicts 
of opinion related to the rising in arms of the po- 
pulation of a territory already occupied by the 
enemy. The draft declaration (art. 10) pro 

that the population of a non-occupied territory 
rising in arms shall be considered as belligerents if 
they respect the laws and customs of war, although 
they may ‘not have had time to organize them- 
selves under a responsible head and with distinc- 
tive badges recognizable at a distance. The Ger- 
man delegate proposed to accompany this by a 
declaration that the inhabitants of a de facto oc- 
cupied territory taking up arms might be punished, 
but the Belgian, Dutch and Swiss delegates strenu- 
ously opposed this. But their opposition seems 
to us to have been founded more on sentimental 
than on practical considerations. They did not 
dispute that if the population of an occupied terri- 
tory rose, the invaders would probably treat them 
with severity, but they insisted that the govern- 
ment of the invaded country could not in advance 
sanction such treatment. But the experience of 
all recent wars has shown that although the gov- 
ernment of the invaded country may not sanction 
these severities, it is powerless to protect its sub- 


jects from them, as the weaker of the two belli- 


ts cannot venture on re especially 





ment not nnwilling to be prompted, 


I) 


When part of ite territory is in. the other belliger- 
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ent’s occupation. 


will 


it,” than to encou 


otherwise. 


It would, in our opinion, be 
more advisable candidly to tell the inhabitants of 
the occupied territories, “If you rise the enemy 
unish you without our being able to prevent 
or allow them to rise in the 
ignorant belief that they will be treated as belli- 
gerents, and then acquiesce in their being treated 











FOREIGN ITEMS. 


the English expedition which is to start next May 
for the Arctic regions on a voyage of discovery. 


The majority are under sentence from courts 


to the regiments quartered in or near London, 
A Frenca paper states that the Memoirs of Juarez, 


be published. 


peror Maximilian and Marshal Bazaine. 

Tue Berlin correspondent of the London Zimes 
telegraphs thet the dread of universal conscription is 
so general among the Tartars of the Russian Black 


Sea Provinces that all the young men have secretly oes the year. 


emigrated to Turkey in the last twelve months, and 
even old men are running away in numbers, the 
Turkish skippers of the Levant coast giving them 
every facility for a prompt and secret passage to 
Bulgaria and Asia Minor. Similar results bein 
apprehended in the western or Polish and half-Polish 
Provinces of the Empire, the recruits levied in these 
districts are immediately placed in the ranks, while 
those “ conscripted” in Russia proper will be sum- 
moned only in January. 

A NEw club, the Verulam, is announced in London. 
The object of the undertaking is to gather together 
the representatives of art, science, and literature, 


hear, be in St. James’s Street. It is intended to hold 
at the club occasional réunions and conversaziones, to 
which will be invited men of distinction from all 
of the world, during the season at the club- 
ouse, under the management of the entertainment 
committee. The committee includes several well- 
known names in the military, artistic, scientific, and 
literary world. 
Tuk Jnvalide Russe publishes the results of M. L. 


from 1868 to 1872 was 38°6 per 1,000; in the Prus- 
sian army, in 1869, 41°3; in the English, in 1867, 


427; in the Austrian, in 1863, 45; and in the| threatens to lay upon the German people a new 


h, in 1867, 50. The average durati f ill burden of extraordinary maznitude. 
ee lar cnoportions. beine in | Berlin in the London Times will help us to under- 


stand what this burden is. 
15°5; in Austria, 16-4; and in France, 18-2. Taking | bodied men, it appears, who annually escape military 
service on various grounds is estimated at 70,000, 

and ‘of men between seventeen and forty there are at 
least 50,000 who have never been in the army. 
tion is 1°24th; in England, 1°28r¢; in Austria, | Besides these there are 500,000 men under forty who, 
after serving in the active army, the reserve, and the 


among the armies is in similar proportions, being in 
Russia, 14°08 days; in Prussia, 15°07; in England, 


the result with regard to the efficiency of the armies 
it appears that in Russia 1°26th of the army is on 
the average unfit for service; in Prussia the propor- 


1:22nd; and in France, 1°20th. 

Tue Army and Navy Gazette learns from a corres- 
pondent of the Avenir Militaire that the new Krupp 
guns ordered for coast defences have been very 
successful. They weigh 36,600 kil., discharge a 
steel shot of 300 kil., and, with a charge of 130 lbs. 


of powder, have given an initial velocity of 465 - 
: ; f : than that of the English Volunteers. 
metres, and they are said to be able to pierce iron bill becomes law the landsturm may be called out at 


lates of 14—15 inches. They are provided with 
ydraulic compressors, The report proceeds: “ Les 
canons sont en acier munis d’anneaux metalliques, se 
chargent par la culasse, et ont ainsi un double 
superiorite sur les canons Anglais du meme calibre 
ui se chargent par la bouche et sont en fer forge.” 

e also hear of a shell of “a picce of six” which, at 
2,000 metres, struck with its splinters 200 of the 
small targets, representing each a soldier, which the 
ae use to get an idea of the effects of projec- 

es. 
A Mapras journal gives a few facts regarding the 
armaments of Native States in India, which are well 
worth attention. The combined armies of the native 
ehiefs of India number 315,000. The artillery 
numbers 5,300 large guns. Hyderabad heads the 
list with 36,890 infantry, 8,203 cavalry, and 725 
uns. Bundlecund comes next with 22,163 infantry, 
,677 cavalry, and 421 guns. Cashmere occupies the 
third place with 18,436 infantry, 1,393 cavalry, and 
96 pry Gwalior has 16,050 infantry, 6,000 cavalry, 
and 210 guns. Kattywar has 15,300 infantry, 4,000 
cavalry, and 505 guns. Oodeypore 15,000 infantry, 
6,240 cavalry. one of the rest exceed 11,000. 
Surat has 18 guns and no infantry. Mr. Hope has 
abolished the latter probably as an unnecessary ex- 
gure to the State. Cochin has 3 guns, Travancore 

and 60 cavalry. Several of the States have no 
cavalry, and but 2 or 3 guns. The moral to be 
drawn from this formidable-looking array is that it 
might one day be turned against and as there 


are just six times as many native soldiers under the 
orders of native chiefs as there are British soldiers 


Jadia, the consequences might be unpleasant, 


a 
b 
Ir has been finally decided that Commander Alfred | 5.) themselves aggrieved to : 
Markham, Royal Navy, shall have chief command of frankly to the am tay Ths Cement conte ded 
with the Russian proverb, “ With God, prayer, and 
oy) _ | with the Czar, service, find a good place.” 
Ar present there are upwards of 900 military pri-| five conscripts eventually brought their cases before 
soners undergoing punishment at Milbank Peniten-|the authorities, but only in one instance was the 
A nce complaint shown to be well founded, the complain- 
martial for military offences, and principally belong | ant uae 
whole of that day, examining and counting them the 
whole of the next; after which the drawers of ser- 
late President of the Mexican Republic, are about to | vice lots were once more received by the general and 
It is said that this publication will | directed to report themselves for duty on the 7th of 
contain curious revelations with regard to the Em- | December. 


Victoria, held at Melbourne on the 27th of August, 
the president, Mr. Ellery, in delivering the annual 
address, noticed the papers which had been read 


machinery, and said that some months ago Mr. 
Deverell devised apparatus by which the movements 
of a ship at sea could be registered; and observa- 
tions were made with it by his brother, who went to 
England in the Norfolk. The duration of the voyage 
was 2,026 hours, andin that time the ship made 
1,764,088 beam oscillations or rolls, and 1,041,137 
fore-and-aft oscillations or pitches. 
number of oscillations in both directions per minute 
was fourteen. 
beam movements was over 15,000,000 deg., while 
that of the fore-and-aft movements was nearly 5,000,- 
th at home and abroad. The club-house will, we wh BP = 
of the ocean is unceasing. 2. That the oscillation of 
a vessel in an ocean fetch is unceasing. 3. That the 
motion of an independent body within a ship on the 
ocean is unceasing. Here, then, is an immense 
amount of conservable energy. Can it be conserved 
for useon board ship? Mr. Deverell said he believed 
it could be made useful in auxiliary propulsion, and 
that he hoped to be able soon to bring before the 
r 6 feu eB 3 Royal Society of Victoria a method of putting his 
Lovko’s investigation into the sanitary condition of | proposition into practice. 
European armies, from which it appears that the| Bessemer had 
average number of invalids in the Russian army | instrument used in the Norfolk voyage observations. 


ing net of the landsturm. Hitherto thevlandsturm 


in | attending to his business by the exigencies of mili- 


Tue first public conscription was held in Russia, 
in accordance with the new law, on the 13th ult. 
The act is described as having been conducted with | 
gteat impressiveness at St. Petersburg, where the | 
commander-in-chiet of the district presided, and the 
Grand Duke Nicholas Nicolayevitch was in attend- 
ance. The young men liable to conscription assem- 
bled in the Dumer (town hall), where the presiding 
general delivered an address to them on the duty 
and privilege of serving their country, gave them 
— assurance that fair-play should be observed, 

e them not be afraid, and invited any who might 


Twenty- 


over age. Drawing the lots occupied the 


At the annual conversazione of the Royal Society of 


Ee referred at some length to Mr. 
8. Deverell’s papers on ocean-wave power 


The average 


The average of pendulum registering 


Deverell considered that he had 
1. That between ocean limits the swell 


Mr, Ellery stated that Mr. 
purchased from Mr. Deverell the 


Tue bill for organising the German Landsturm 
A letter from 
The number of able- 


landwehr, have been set free at the age of thirty-two. 
Both these classes will be swept into the all-embrac- 


has been little more than a name. It could only be 
called out tor service when the country was invaded, 
and its relation to the real army was scarccly closer 
When this 


the pleasure of the Emperor, and the battalions com- 
posing it may, if necessary, be drafted} off to fill 
vacancies in the landwehr. It may be taken for 
granted that no German troops upon whom this last- 
mentioned duty may possibly devolve will be allowed 
to remain without proper preparation ; so that, even 
if we assume that the men who have passed through 
the army will need no further practice after they are 
thirty-two, there is not much doubt that those who 
have not passed through the army will be subjected 
to whatever training is required to fit them for for- 
eign service. The effect of this new legislation will 
therefore be, first, to lengthen every man’s liability 
to military service by eight years, arfd those between 
thirty-two and forty—in other words, the best of his 
life; and, secondly, to abolish the greater number of 
the exemptions which have hitherto been enjoyed on 
one ground or another by many men under thirty- 
two. For the present, it appears, only 300,000 out 
of the 1,000,000 comprised in one or other of these 
categories are to be organised. But the sense of 
insecurity will be imparted to all. No young man 
will in future be able to look forward to thirty-two 
as to the after which, even if he is most unlucky, 
he Gannett called on to leave his home. Wherever 
marriage has been delayed until the period of 
liability to serve in the landwehr is over, it will now 
become a question whether it ought not in prudence 
to be delayed until after the period of liability to 
serve in the landsturm is Ae over. Where a man 
has postponed investing his capital in trade until he 
could feel sure that he would oat be called off from 











prolongation of the risk is a sufficient reason for 
postponing the investment still further. Probably 
in both cases the decision will be to take no account 
of the new obligation—at all events, until the first 
landsturm battalion has been sert off to replace an 
invalided battalion. But the sense that such ques- 
tions have to be considered will remain, and with it 
the feeling of the excessive burdensomeness of life 
under the imperial rule. Again,in so far as the 
organisation of the landsturm constitutes an effective 
addition to the military strength of Germany, it 
must involve a corresponding addition to the taxa- 
tion of the country. This addition’ will, in part, 
take the most costly of all forms of taxation— contri- 
bution of personal service. Not only will the profits 
of all trades be diminished by the necessity of paying 
the expenses of the landsturm, but the productive 
power of all trades will be diminished by the diver- 
sion of the labor which would otherwise be engaged 
in carrying them on. The financial candle will be 
burned at both ends Germany—especially Prussia 
—is a poor country, and consequently can ill afford 
these fresh inroads upon her resources. 








A REMARKABLE TRIAL AND TRIUMPH. 


The triamph of Wheeler & Wilson, at the American 
Institute, New York, with their New No. 6 Sewing 
Machine, was remarkable in many respects. A pewer- 
ful influence was brought to bear against a favorable 
award. Additional judges were appointed of known 
proclivities for other machines. Extraordinary and 
repeated examinations were made, one lasting from 10 
o’clock A.M. until6é P.M. The parts of six machines 
were ordered from the manufactory, and a machine was 
constructed of parts selected by the judges, which was 
was then tested on all kinds of work, from gauze to 
heavy harness, by foot and steam power. The general 
quality of the Company’s workmanship was ascertained 
by an examination of machines in their warehouses, and 
thetestimony of many disinterested users of the ma- 
chines, far and near, was procured to ascertain their 
practical working. 

The five judges, in conclusion, unanimously reported 
the Wheeler & Wilson New No. 6 Sewing machine 
‘*as a machine which, by the proof submitted, we are 
satisfied must eventually supersede all others now 
known with which it comes in competition.” And 
they ‘‘ recommend for it the highest award which it is 
in the power of the Institute to bestow.” 

The Board of Managers unanimously approved the 
report, and recommended for this machine the Gold 
Medal of the Institute. 

Ti. Board of Direction unanimously approved this 
reconunendation, and awarded the Gold Medal to 
Wheeler & Wilson, the oniy gold medal awarded for a 
sewing machine by the American Institute for many 
years. 








SILVER PRESENTATION GIFTS. 


THe Gorham Company, the well known silver- 
smiths of No. 1 Bond street, New York, offer the 
richest and largest assortment of choice articles in 
silver for wedding and presentation gifts and general 
family use to be found in the country. They were the 
designers and manufacturers of the ARMy AND Navy 
JouRNAL prize cup presented at Creedmoor, and various 
prizes offered by the National Rifle Association, and the 
resources of their large establishment enable them to 
furnish regiments, companies or other organizations, 
at the shortest notice, with presentation pieces of 
silver modeled from special designs appropriate to the 
occasion. 








GENERAL SHERIDAN’S offices in Chicago are only 
two squares from the Sherman House. This fact, 
taken in connection with the superior merits of the 
hotel, is rapidly making it the most popular stopping 
place with Army officers who have occasion to visit 
Chicago. 








Ir you want the best ‘‘ Elastic Truss” for rupture, 
or best, ‘‘ Elastic Stockings” for enlarged veins, etc., 
write to Pomeroy & Co., 744 Broadway, N. Y. 





MARRIED. 


[Announcements of Marriages FrrTY CENTS each, and the si : 
nature and address of the party sending should accompany the 
notice.] ene , 

Hu1i—Watse.—At San Francisco, Cal., on Nov. 22, at St. 
Joseph's Church, by the Rev. Father Cullen, Com’y Sergeant 
James M. Hitt, U. 8. Army, to Miss Many Waxsu, Cc ay 

Sm1TH—GoopgNnow.—At Portland, Dec. 2, 1874, by the Rev. Dr. 
Hill, James Hopkins Sirs, of New York, and Fanny, daughter 
of the late Judge Goodenow, of Maine. 











tary law, he will now have to calculate whether the 




















